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[MERCY and PEACE: | 
Containing, | 2 
1. God's Reconciliation} 
to Man. l- 

2. Man's Reconciliation ; 
to God. -14 
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' | Not by Arms, nor by Power,, be 
Spirit, ſaith the Lord - of i: 
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RRAYER. 


Lord Feſus Chriſt, who haft 


© given Commandment unto 


thy Apoſtles ' and Miniſters to 
preach the Goſpel to every Crea- 


ture: Behold, O Lord, the Oppoſs- . 
tions and Threatnings which the E- 
- nemies of thy Grace have breathed © 3 


forth againſs thy Truth, and thy 


Servants for thy Truths ſake. How - 
they gnaw their Tongues for paint, *4 
a_ wJP heme the God of Heaven,” ” 


not repenting them of their Deeds, ©** 


Behold the Troops that are aſſemb- 


led together againſt the Lord, and 
againſt his Anointed Son Teſus:, «} 
A 2 Chrift--- 
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Lord God, Father of our 


*  Chrifihy fo do whatſoever thy] 
- Hand thy Counſel hath - de- 
reread before to be done. Now. — 
let the Lord grant unto his Ser-\ — 
wants, that with all bolineſs they | 
may (peak thy Word, being nothing < 
+ Perrified by the Adverſary 13 That 
- the Light of the Grace of God may 
FE in the Hearts of his People, © 
' that the Man of Sin, and Son of 
* Perdition, may be deftrozed by the 
Bring) of thy coming. Amen. 
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wn to Man. 
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af. -- ACTS X. 36. | 
he 7 TOAGHNAS Peace by Teſts 
No Chriſt. 


_ 


unto his Apoltles, Zuke 10. Into . 


|þ was our Saviours Commandment: .. 
what ſoever City 'Y* come, ſay unto 


them, the Kingaom of God ms come, 

mich unto you, verſe g. Andinto what ſos. 
ever Houſe ye enter, firſt [: ay, Peace be. 
' into this Fleuſe: And if the Son of |, 
Peace be there, your Peace ſhall reſt nport... 


S ates "hs it ſhall turn to you again. 
"i verſe5, 6. I am this Day by the Pro-+ 
| vidence of the Almighty,come a Stran- * 
| ger to. your City; and now —— 
'fifter SubjeR can | think of for a Stran- . 


ger to ſpeak unto Strangers than KES 


glad T0 of Peace by Jeſus Chrilt. 
A3 C lM 


»s God's Reconciliation 
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on all them which heard the Word,ver.4 4. 


- the like effect may this day follow the 
* Preaching of the Word of this life / that 
as many as hear me this day, may go a- 
way filled with the fullneſs of God, 
Peter doth ſeem to ſay in effet thus 
much; You are here met together, to 
attend unto the Word of Salvation de- 

livered from my Mouth ; I can preach 
to you no other Goſpel, than that 
-... Which was before by the Prophets de- 
- clared unto the Children of 7/rael, in 
due time to be revealed, (that is to 


Lord of all. 
5 - ThePropoſition from theſe Words, 


Peace by Jcſis Chriſt. 


_ Not ſo much Proof as Explication ; 
namely, to ſhew unto you what manner 


Goſpel, 
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O that the Lord would vouchſafe that 


3 . ſay, Peace by Feſw Chriſt, he us the | 


-.. Is, that the Goſpel is a Doctrine of 


_ This Doctrine propounded, needeth | 


_ of Peace this is, which is holden forth | 
- Unto you by the tenZer of the glorious | 


Cornelis the Centurion , with his'Ge 
Kinſmen and'near Friends, are the Au- I 
ditors, Peter is the Preacher. And this /OU 

| Text a part of that Sermon, at the, 
Preaching whereof, the Holy Ghoſt fell 


WC 


T of Gol ro Men. 7 7 


his'Goſpel, I hope you do not expect that 

.u- I ſhould this day declare unto you any 
1is outward, temporal, or worldly Peace z 
he {in the midſt of theſe Diſtempers, 1 
1 would I might, and be yet a true Pro- 
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phet. The Peace which is the ſubject 
of the Goſpel, is like the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, [being indeed a part of it or 
of this Wortd,John 18.46. The Peace 
which came by Jeſus Chriſt, is not an 
earthly Peace: Our bleſled Saviour 
will not, that you ſhould entertain or 
harbour ſuch a Thought as this 5 Think 
not that 1 am come to ſend Peace on 
Earth; I came mot to-ſend Peace, but 
the Sword, for I am come to ſet the 
Dakzhter-in law againſt her 1other-in 
law, and a 31ans Foes ſhilt bethey of hm 
own Houwſhold, Matth. 10. 34. If any 


. one then ſhall preach unto you, that if | 


you wiil imbrace tlie Goſpel, you ſhall 
have outward Peace and Proſperity : 
Is not this the preſumprtious Man ſpeak- _ 
ing kis own Words? Is not this the 


. Prophet propheſying in his own Name, 


whom the Lord hath not ſent? If any 
Chriſtian ſhall embrace the Goſpel, in 
hope to attain outward Felicity and 
Proſperity,let me tell bimzhis thoughts 
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wander from the Truth, and he.Erreth; 21 
not knowing the Scriptures ; For if any 
Alan will come after me, let him den Je! 
himſelf, and take up bis Croſs, and follon, 
216, Mat. 16. 24 And all that will livl0 
voaly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt ſuffer Per ſe4$% 
cution, 2 lim. 3.12. Hear we alſo 
what Pau! ſatth, 2 Cor. 11. 23, 24) 251 
verſes. Jn StfSpes above meaſure, ina 
Priſons more frequent , in Deaths oft MA 
of the Fems five times received I fourtyj<" 
Stripes, ſave one, (that is in all 195,P 
Stripes 3 ) Thrice was I beaten with { 
Rods, once was I ftoned, thrice 1 ſuffered © 
Shipwrack, a IVicht and a day have li 
been in the Deep; un Fournying often,” 
#n perils of Waters, in perils of Robbers,” 
2 perils by mine own Country-men, in" 


perils by the Heathen, in perils in the C 5. 
fy, in perils in the Wilderneſs, in perils 


zn the Sea, in perils amongſt falſe Bre-W 
thren; inWearineſs and Painfulneſs, inF* 


| : Jo, ut 
E Watchings often, in Hunger and Thirſt, 


in Faſtings often, in Cold and Nakcd-® 
neſs. What a Catalogue of Evils, whatP* 
an Inventory of Afflictions have weF* 
here? And yetall this and more, is theF? 

ortion of a laborious Apoſtle. - AndY* 


. If we will ſeek for a true and ſincere Mi-F/ 


niſter}. 


of God to Man. 9 
eth] niſter of the Goſpel, we ſhall as ſoon 
any ind him in Poverty and Nakedneſs, as 
Fe. Jetting up and down the Streets with 
lly 2 Attendance at his heels: We ſhall as 
/;:,,100n find him in the Univerſity of News 
r ſe444te, ON ſome other Priſon, as in Great - 
21 ſo Mens Houſes: We ſhall as ſoon. find : 
2 Feet ina Cloud of Reproach, as In a 
" infat Benefice or Cathedral Dignity : 
ft +. We \h:1] as ſoon find him at the Bar ac= 
irryculed of Hereſie, condemned for Blaſ- 
195, PRemy, as in the Couris of Kings or 
7+, Princes. For, to the inſtruction and 
rc4 conſolation of the People of God, be 
e nit ſpoken, 2 Zney jnall pur you ot of rheix | 
en, SYNAGOpues 3 3 Jea, the time cometh, that _—_ 
;. whoſoe killethyou, will think: chat he 
indoth ſervice, Joan 165.2 Seeing 
p;.then that It 1s clear; that 1t 1s no world=- 
-ilsly Peace, It remalncen Yet LN ſhew yOu, | 
re. What Peace this is wich the Goſpel 
inFreacheth. It is no! an external Peace;.-- 
but t if is internal, yea, eternal; It 1s 
dA laſting, yea, an everlaſting Pu2c C25 4 
natPezce whici no Tongene ts ſMEciont iQ 
weRxproſs, nor Heart to c: »nceive; it is 
leK veſt the love of Ciriji - that PY/ fſerh 227010 = TH 
ndYxedge, Eph. z, 19. Jr 6 even the peace © % 
li-f) af Grd which mafieth all, yo2 Ang lical 
er] A 54 Onders 
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F Io Reconciliation 
Underſtanding, If ſome great and migh: 
ty Angel ſhould undertake to declart 
this Peace to you, I am confident hi 
A would confeſs his Abilities too weak 
\ . how much more 1 tha: am but duſt an 
aſhes? Surely, when I ſhall have tolc 
you all that I am able, I ſhall not tel 
you one hundredth part ; and when yot | 
ſtall vnderſtand and believe all that yot 
are able, you ſhall not attain unto th 
leaſt part of that Glory which ſhal 
hereafter be revealed ; though I an 
not abl= to ſpeak what you deſire, © 
the thing it ſelf deferveth, yet I will en 
deavour to ſpeak what 1 am able : Anc 
I ſhall commend unto you a two-folc 
. Peace ; She firſt Deſcending, the ſe 
cond Aſcending. 


The firſt, is the Tidings of the Lov 
and Reconciliation of the everlivin; ( 
God,unto the Sons of Men. 


C: 
| The ſecond, declares the Reconci , 
liation of the Sons of Men. to the ever 

_ Uiving and ever-loving Gcd. f 


To ſpeak plain: Firft, I will ſhey p 
how Gecd comes to be Reconciled untt 


Men 
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of Ged to Min, 11 * 
nigh, Men. [ Bear with the term Reconciled, 


Clare although improperly ſpoken of him that 
th, 4s never an Enemy. | 


gm Secondly, T1 will ſhew you how we 
tole Come to be Reconciledunto God. 

t tel 

: For the Firſt, How doth God come | 
tyo, £9 be Reconciled to Men? 
> th 


ſha I conceive now the drooping Con- 
| an {cience that fits in darkneſs under the 
, of Cloudy apprehenſion of an angry Judge, 
1 en. Pnder the fearful expe&ation of a terri- 
And ble Account to be given to the conſus 
folc Ming Fire, will be very attentive to- 
- {> bearthat which his Heart fo thirſteth- 
after, How God may be Reconciled, OhF - 
what ſhall I do, ſaith the Soul, to ob-_ 
oy. falnthe Fayonr of God ? What ſhall [: 
vin; do to turn away his wrathful Difplea-- 
ſure from me? Wherewith ſhall EF 
come before him ? or, how ſhall I ap 
4 eaſe him? Attend therefore, and-1 
ſhall declare that which thou wilt hatd- 
Iy believe, when it is told unto threes: 
: For, Lord, who hath believed pitt Res 
ort, aud to ; whorn is the Arm of the Lord 
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Reconciliation "F- 
I ſhall declare (if thou canſt believe it,)' w 


will fl thy Mouth with Laughter, and ti 
thy Tongue with ſinging, Pſal. 126. 2. w 
Take this Propoficion, God # freely,' w 


and fully Reconciled to the Ele, and lo- 


[1 


veth-them in Feſus Chriſt without any t} 
previous Diſpoſitions, without any Qua-:T 
\ difications, without any performances of  {y 


Conditions on their parts, unleſs to be pol- 
Iated and ſinful, be a previous Condition 
*- or Qualification. This is a bold Pro- 
poſition, will the Phariſee ſay; This 
is too good News to be true, will the 
_ diſtreſſed Soul ſay: But I ſay, the 
Lord break your ſtony Hearts,and give 


* youa Heaitof Fleſh;thar you may ſub-! 
--- mitto his Righteouſneſs. And I make. 
# NO queſtion, but the glorious Grace of 


the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
ſhall abundantly be manifeſted. 


The Method I intend is, F:irft, To 
prove the Truth of this Propoſition, 
Secoxaly, To Anſwer Six ObjeCtions. 


wp? Thirdly, To make Application. - 


Firſt, For the Proof. | When Foe and? 
 #lam (in whoſe Loins we all ſinned)! 
_ "had eatea the. forbidden Fruit, - and; 
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of God to Man, 175 
it, were now become guilty of Condemna- 
aid tion. They hear the voice of -God 
- 2.” walking in the Garden, (which Voice 
ly, was this, ) Thou haſt eaten, and thou 
lo-. ſhalt die. They hide themſelves from 
any the preſence of God, amonghF the 
a=: Trees of. the Garden ; "when M3ti had 
of. finn'd and was in a deſpairiag Conditi- 
»o7-' on, having not ſo much wit as to think _; 
jon of a Saviour, much leſs the boldneſs to A 
r0=-: ask one at the hands. of an offended 3" 
his God. 
he Now in- this caſe bchold the exceed= | 
the ing Love of God towards Man, in gi- 
ive ving and manifeſting the promiſed 
1b-! Secd, as well to the terror of Satan, 
ke, as:o the conſolation of Mankind. And; 
of J w.til put Enmity vetween thee and the 
ſt, Woman, and between thy Seed, and hey 

Secd, and it ſhall bruife his Head, and - 
thou "ſhalt bruiſe bis beel , Gen: 2 3. 156: 

Fo (Sccif | may compare the Creator with: : 444 
»n. the Creature) how the Lords PonelsÞ | 4 
1s. doyern upon Man ; and:hecapnot re-" © | 
frain himſelf, but that (leaſt-Man:ſhould 

| have been ſwzllowed up with Sorrow,) 

nd&* the Bicſſing of the promiſed Seed ſhall 
1). be firſt declared, before the Lord pro- 
1d; NOUnce the leaſt curſe againſt Man,. 
$4 | - Farhep | 
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Father Abraham receiveth the Promif , 
in the uncircunciſion of his Fleſh. An' 
unto Adam is the Promiſe revealed, it 
the uncircumciſion of his Heart ; by - 
leſt you ſhould think that ſome Qualifi « 
cation in Adam, did fore-run the ma « 
nifeſtation of the Promiſe, I will refe, 1 
you unto that place of Scripture, which | 
(I amreſolved) ſhall never ſlip out © |; 
my remembrance, (and I hope the [ike 
of you ,) 2 Tim. 1.9. Who hath ſave 
mw, and called ws with an holy Calling, 
not according to our Works, but according 
70 bes own prrpaſe and crace, which was 
given u in Chriſt feſus, before the World 
began. What 1s there that 15 not com- 
prehended in this word Grace? Here 
you ſee, that Grace was given bctorey 
the world began. Noiv, witzt Conditt- 
ons or Qualifications were there in us 
before the world begun ? We may 
ſafely therefore ſay, T vat che grace of 
our God was before all Conditions, &*c. 
Unto this we will add in tie next place, 
one Text, that like a Diamond caſteth 
his Luſtre in the dark, anc miniſtreth a 
great meaſurc of the Spirit, Eph.2.45. 
God who #5 rich in Mercy, for hi great © 
love wherewith he loved us, even when we ; 
were | 


CC z «a a uo an Arm cd frank 


Om1! 
a quickned 125 together with Chriſt - 


te 73 
were dead in Treſpaſſer and Sins, hath 
[By 


d, it grace ye are ſaved. | What if I ſhall now 


refe 
hict 
to 
like 
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ding 
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orld 


p 2 prove ſo bold, as to make ſuch a ſtop at 
1 


ma 


Sins, as ſhall ſhew that that part of the 
Sentence is referr*d to that which went 


\ before; ſo that we may fay in plain 


terms, That God loved us with his great | 
Love, even when we were acad in Treſ= ? 
paſſes and Sins, If I ſhall read it thus, * 

the Text will bear it either in the Ori- ? 
inal, or in other Tranſlations. But if 
any froward Perſon ſhall ſay, that I do 
injury in reading it thus, and that this 
auſe [dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins] &Þþ 
ought rather to be referred to quickned, 
which follows after then to the Verb 
loved, which goeth before: Let this 
Man know, that the ſenſe will be one 
and the ſame ; for whcn God quickned 
us, then he /oved us with his great love. 
His love being the cauſe of quickzing ; 
theefiect of his love. 


We were quickned when we were dead in ',, 
Treſpaſſes and Sins, Therefore we con- #: 
' clude, We were loved with his great love 
when we were aead in[reſpaſſes and Sins. 
For further confirmation, I muſt intreat /- 
you to conſider what ts written by the” ? 

| | Apoſtle, 


But thou ſayſt, 


= 16 -. + Reconciliation "Ml © 
| Apoſtle; Rom. g.1 1, 12, 13.verſes. Fo 
the:Ghilaren bein g not yet born,neither bat 
ving done good or evil, that the purpoſe of! 
Goa accoraing to Election might ſtand: 
not of Works, but of him that calleth. I? i 
was ſaid unto her.the Elder ſhall ſerve the* 
Younger ;, as it 5 written, jacob have Fi 
loved, but Eſau have I bated. Now you 
ſee Gods love ſet upon Facob ,, Where © 
were Facob's Qualifications? He bad,” 
neither done good nor evil: There-* 
foreit is plain, that God loved him be-%: 
fore any Qualification. Bu: ſome may 
confeſs, That the Lord loved bim in-; 
deed, before he had done good or evil z 
and yer may perchance ask a Queſtion - 
upon a ſuppoſt-10n, ſiying, Supnoſethat 
after Jacob was born,he inould have led 
a wick. .d and perveiſe lite; ſuppoſe that yy 
for ſome years, he ſhould have been a 54 
notorious and prophane Pei{on, would wy 
or con'd the Lord have continucd his 
love to ſuch a pzrſon a+ th18f lanſwer P 
boldly, Yea; for Gois love anil mer- 5, 
cy are Mercies of Ecernicy ; The Mer- 
cy of the Lord is from everi:/tit' to ever- = 
lating, upon them that fzor nim, PL.103. ff 
17.not only to evcrlaiting rs efirnalzin iG 
reſpeC&tcf tiinc to come ; but alſo from ;» 
ever-:; 
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"of God to Man: 17 


S trerlaſting as eternal, in reſpect of that 
rb... . A 
le opbich is paſt. God's Mercies are not 
".,,Jnly without beginning, but alſo with- 
Hut ending, as It is ſo often repeated 
- then twenty ſix times, P/ſal. 136. His 
Je Prey endureth for ever. This is it that 


us written by the Prophet, 1 the Lord, 


a 1 chanze not, therefore ye Sons of Jacob 
ha gore not conſumed,) fal- 3:6. Would you - 


Ks o. know tbe true reaſon, why the Sons of 
ho. aceb are not conſumed ; it is this, 7 
Pg rhange not.: Should the Lord change 
5 Js often as we change, ſhould his love | 
I's increaſe and decreaſe tOW2rus us, as of- 
: on £EN as our love to khim,and obedience tO 
hat his Majeſty cbbeth znd flowethz the 
cg 3-ord would be more variable than the 
he I\Vind.more changeable than theMoon; 
ng. that the Lords love altereth not, alrho? - 
114 0 hath been ſufficiently proved by that 
n 4 which hath been ſpoken, yet to the 
11S praiſe of the glory cf his Grace, I will 
"CT proceed to ſhew you by more Teſtimo- . 
cr- nies, that the Lord loveth all his Elect 
*- with his great Love, even then when 
= jas they lye weltring in their Sins and 
3- /Tranſprcſſions. Unto this the Holy 
IN [Ghoſt bears witneſs, Roz. 5. 6. When 
It we were yet without ſtrength, in ane tims 
ae < Chriſt 
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" Annie Yw.wh 1, 12, 13. verſes. Fo 
the;Ghildren being not yet born,neither hat 
ny done good or evil, that the purpoſe of 
God accorain; to Election might ſtand Pl 
not of Works, Gar of him that calleth. 12" - 
was ſaid unto ber,the Elder ſhall ſerve th 
Tounger , as it 5 written, Jacob have ? 
loved, but Eſau have I bated. Now you 
ſee Gods love ſet upon F acvb RS] 
were Jacob's Qualifications : ? He bad} 
neither done good nor evil : There-F 
fore it is plain, that God loved him be--, | 
fore any Qualification. Bu: ſome may, 
confeſs, That the Lord loved bim in-; 
deed, beforc he had done g00d or evil 
and yet may perchance ask a Queſtion} 
upon a ſuppoſt1on, ſaying, Supnolethat: 
after Jacob was born,he inould have led 
a wick. d and perveiſc lite; ſuppoſe that 
For ſome years, he ſhoulki have been a z, 
notorious and prophane Peit{on, vould 
or con'd the Lord have continued his Q P 
love to ſuch a nzrſor a+ 1h15f lanſwer P 
boluly, Yea; for Go:is love and mer- n 
cy are Mercies of Eccrnicy : The Mer-: 
cy of the Lord is from everii/tin; to ever- jo 
lating, upon them that fzor him, PL, 103. iT 
17.noT only io everlaiting 7s etornalin !C 
reſpect cf tiinc to come ; but alſo from ; 
EVoh=s:- 


; . of .God to Man: #7 SJ 
0 . I . | 2 
trerlaſting as eternal, in reſpeCt of that 


fs apbich 1s paſt. God's Mercies are not 
i... nly without beginning, but alſo with- 


YJut ending, as It is ſo ofcen repeated 
je rh2ven twenty fix times, Pſal. 136. His 
ve Percy enaureth for ever, This is it that 
 youlS Written by the Prophet, / the Lord, 
Nodes change not, therefore ye Sons of Jacob 
hagt!7 20t conſumed Nal. 3.6. Would you | 
ere.£2ow the true reaſon, why the Sons of 
ho. 7 4cc0 are not conſumed ; it is this, 7 
Bog rhange not., Should the Lord change 
ran ns ofcen as we change, ſhould his love | 
ils increaſe and decreaſe towards us, as of- 
To ;ten as Our loye to him,and obedience to 
har Þs Mzj<ſty cbbeth znd floweth; the 
1g 3-0rd would be more variable than the 
hat (\Wind,more changeable than theMoon; 
| X that the Lords love altereth not, altho? - 
be J it hath been ſufficiently proved by that 
| - Which hath bcen ſpoken, yct to the 
15 praiſe of the glory cf his Grace, I will 
*-T. proceed to ſhew you by more Teſtimo- . 
-i- nies, that the Lord loyeth all his Elect 
"= with his great Love, even then when 
= jas they lye weltring in their Sins and _4 
'3- /Tranſpreſſions. Unto this the Holy ® 
1 ;Ghoſt bears witneſs, Rom, 5. 6. When 
iPe were yet without ſtrength, in que time 
[ 2 Chriſt 


FE, #8  Regonciliation 
Chriſt died for the Ongodly. For whir 
; Chriſt died, them the Father and the: 
Son loved; but Chriſt died for the Unhe 
godly that were without ſtrengthoa 
therefore ſuch were undoubtedly belanl 
ved of God. Leſt we ſhould think thnd 
hrſt of theſe Propoſitions to be weahe: 

it 1s confirmed, verf. 8. God commendala 
eth his love to us, in that while we were yqu 
Sinners, Chriſt died for 9. And vern: 
worthy of obſervation is that which iſt; 
ſpoken, verſ. 10. When we pere Enthe 
mmies, we were reconciled to God by thyh 
feath of his Son, Here we have morgn 
proved than I have undertaken; fur my, 
Task is to prove, That God was recongy 
ciled to us whilſt we were Enemies ; Thigh 
Text faith not only ſo, bt :bat we werga 

reconciled to God when we were Enemies 
But of this more ſhall be ſpoken here$], 
after, only for the preſent we deſire tqhj 
have it granted, that when we were re$/, 
conciled to God, he was without aho 
doubt reconciled to us: for our Rei 
# conciliation to him, is not the cauſe ohye 
his Reconciliation to us ; but contrary 
his Reconciliation to us, is the caiiſe ofyx 
our Reconciliation to him. Now let ugh; 
ſee the Argument once again, For mhomye 
| : Chr iro 
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of God to Man." \ 19 ** 


" Whhbriſt died, thoſe be loved. - But Chriſt 
1d thied for Ungodly, for Sinners, for Enemies; 
e Utherefore he loved Enemies. Sinners Vn- 
-Ngthoaly. And with ſuch a leve as 1s not 
belonly verbal, but real, not inward but |. 
1k thndeed and in truth,as doth already ap-” 
weahear by his Death, and Will; yet more 
menalainlyappear by thoſe acts of love com 
re yAUnicated unto us, even when we were 
Vern a ſtate of Ungodlineſs, in the worſt 
Ich iſtate and condition. Let us conſider 
Exebat place ſo full of the glory of God, 
Y thyhich is written, Ezek. 16. 2,3. verſes, 
NOrznto the 15th verſe. Thou waſt caſt out 
Ir My; 2he open field, to the loathing of thy Per= 
"Conn, in the day thas thou waſt born. And 
T higher 1 paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee polly- 
werpd zn thy own Blood, I ſaid unto thee in 
n:e/fpy Blood ; yea, I ſaid unto thee in th 
cIeÞ/o0d, Live. Why doth the Lord uſe 
e f0his Ingemination, 7a thy Blood, in thy 
TeBlzod? Is It not becauſe he xnoweth 
ahow hardly we are drawn to believe 
Rte glory of his Grace, and how ready 
> Olpe are to rob him of the honour of his 
Irifinite Mercy ? The Lord doth as it 
Ofyere ſay; 1 know you will wonder at 
UFhis, that I ſhould ſay, Ze, before you 
Mere waſhed, ſalted, or ſwadled, while 
you were in your Blood. But 
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df 
But I remember the act of my gra C 


which paſſed upon you even in Blooje' 
The Lord loved us not becauſe we wehj 


2 waſhed and cleanſed, bat therefore {e 
waſhed and cleanſed us b-cauſe he ff 


ved us. See ihe freenefs of Gods low 
God ſo loved the World, that he gave he 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever belky 
veth on him ſ9.21l nit periſh, bur have eve) F 
laſting Life, Joh. 3. 16 This place 
well known unto you; it may be, her, 
lyes hid ſomething waich many of yqq 
never diſcover?d, namely, That Chr 
given 1s the cff:& of God's love, not t gx 
Cauſe: Ad that the love of God go; 
before the gift of his Son, as the Cu 


» poeth before the Effet. He therefogr 


gave his Son, becauſe he loved. ly 

If this ſeem ſtrange, that God's lowg 
ſhould be more ancient in order of Cay. 
ſs than the gift of his Son, becauſe t14, 


m bim God doth communicate 4 


_ things unto us: lanſwer, That Chrizx 


is God manifeſted to him in the Flejh, 
1 Tim.3.16. And that all the Bleſſingy, 


_ of that love, wherewith the Lord loye 


us: eternally, ar2 manifeſted only iþ, 
Chriſt Jeſus; and in him they are fullfj 
manifeſted to have been for ever in th\ 
Boſon! 


dſom of the Father : So that for us 
gra ſay or think, that Chriſt purchaſed - 
loote love of the Father for us, 1s that 
*Wehich I am confident the Redeemer of 
Ie le world will not challenge unto him- 
1e ff; But ſay (as in another caſe, )it is 
low mine to give, but it was given to # 
ve hem, to whom it is given betore the 
belhandation of the World was laid. #®# 
 ewVehis is all that I am able to ſpeak, un- 
nl it ſhould be lawful for me in ſo re- 
, hezrend a Myſtery, to uſe a diſtinction, 
Y y4d to conſider in the love of God the 
br pinal of his Love, and the continua- 
ot ton thereof, and to ſay, That the ori- 
1 £Ohal of his love was before the gift of 
C:us Son, as the Cauſe before the Effect. 
ef0nr that the continuation of love, is to 

i referred unto the propriation of the 

 lodcemer, as the effect of that Sacri- 
Cate which he offered. To ſpeak plain, 
e Lads love was before the gift of his 4 
e in, as the Cauſe before the Effect, | 
Chr qt the continuation of that love that | 
Flej% ſhould love us forever, requires .a 
linkfegoing Propitiation and SatisfaRi- 
lovef, . But when we ſhall ſay thus,we fall 
aly 1 o a depth unſearchable; when we 
: fullfll ask why the continuation of his 
in ch love 


zoſon! --- 
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love ſhould —— a foregoſ 
propitiation, then the original ſet 

of his love upon us. Iconfeſs, I can! 
tell what to ſay to clear this ; but trea 
ble to ſpeak of this glorious Myſtas 
and deſire to refer my ſelf to the Jus) 
ment of the Spiritual, who are ablo 
judge all things, and to be inſtruſtedfe 
them 5 Whether it be not ſafer to £1 
in that. which was ſaid before, tf 
with ſubtilty of diſtintions, to w#81 
into the depth unſearchable. We » ! 
the great love of God to us in ov 
Blood, how that he ſo loved us, tan 
he gave us his Son ; I will now be ba 
to ſtep higher, if higher may be, and | 
ſhew you, that God did not only 1Ac! 
us in our Blood with his great love, fd 
that his love to us in our Blood way ic 
great as ever afterwards. He lojſtd 
us, Iſay, with as great love whentC 
were in Blood and Pollution, as hef# i 


afterward when we were cleanſed] 


know the Phariſee will ſtamp at tn! 
and ſay, Doth God love us as well eſs 
fore Converſion as after Converſigft 
Did God love Paul with as great a ld / 


when that he perſecuted the Churclull t 


whea he preached .the Goſpel ? Ti al 
an 


g 


/ God fo Mas. 
epodſwer boldly, yea he did; and that 
ettihall by the aſſiſtance of God, prove 
canfito you, againſt Men or Devils, who 
treall oppoſe it; That God loved us, be- 
yſtag dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, you 
 Juave heard proved. Now give me leave 
able propound a Queſtion, Whether this 
tedfeat love wherewith God loved Sin- 


to je? be not his infinite love, like him- 


, tif? Nay, whether is it any other 
> whing than himſelf? God # love, 1 Joh. 
Ve > 16. If this be granted, that Gods 
:n ove is infinite to Sinners, that it is like 
5, tamſelf, yea, thatirt is himſelf : for love 
ze bd God ts not a quality. Then it will 
and plain, that his love is not capable of 
ly jacreaſe or decreaſe, but is always one 
ve,nd the ſame. Thedifference is in us, 
wayghoſe apprehenſions do often increaſe 
> load decreaſe. Again, Is not the love 
1en f God to be weighed by the pledges 
he f iis love ? But we ſhall find the great- 
ſedit pledges of his love to be given unto 
it tfinners, even in the ſtate of Ungodlj- 
rell eſs VVhat greater Pledge than the 
-r{jiaft of his Son ? Jn this God commend- 
. 2 1dþ his love, & ec, as before, Rom. 5. 8, 
zrctdll the Mercies of God are commenda- 

d 1s ofhis love, but none like this ; 
ani} 
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all other gifts are not:comparable to 
gift of his Son. He that ſpared not | 
own Son, but delivered him up for 14 ay 
How ſhall he not with him alſo freely fig 
ws allthings ? Rom. 8. 32. Ifall thin, 
were laid in one Ballance, and the Sy 
of God in the other, no Man doubtey,; 
but that the Son of God would be i,, 
finitely beyond all things. Greater li, 
than this hath no Man, that a Man hy, 
down his life for his Friend, John 15. 6 
But greater love hath God, in that he lyy 
down his life for his Enemies. In thy 
was manifeſted the love of God towaigy 
us, becauſe that God ſent his only begex, 
ren Son into the World, that we mizht lint 
through him. Herein i love, nit thi 
we loved God, but that God loved tt, ay 

ſent his Son tobe the projutiation for oi 
ſms, 1 John 4.9, 10. Now that the gt: 
poſtle ſaith, [z this was manfeſted tat 
love of God ;, and, Herein is love. Ins 
doth it to this end, that he might ſhar 

unto us, that Chriſt was the hs 
manifeſtation of God's love, Her: 
perceive we the love of God, that he hat 
laid down bis life for us, 1 John 3. 9 
Theſe Speeches are all comparativt?z 
ſhewing us, that God's Love was mai'4 


i 
: - 
z 
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Of Uoa ann 
n0t b much, as in the death of his Son. 
33 4hraham?s love to God appeared in 
ly Sany things 3 but above all, in that he 
Lltenied not his Son. For now I know 
he Shit thou feareſt God, ſeeing thou haſt noe 
1btey;rh-held thy Son, thine only Son from 
be ige, Gen. 22.12, May not-we juſtly 
er logy with admirailon unto God, Now 
lan i know that thou loveſt us, becauſe 
1 5- thou haſt not with-neld thy Son, thine 
be ianly Son. Thus you ſee God doth nor 
12 tynly love us bc fore Converſior, but he 
owayveth us with his great love, yea his 
begereateſt love that ever was communi- 
hr lated to the Creature; for greater love 
t tid God never manifeſt to the crea- 
4, are, than that he ſhould give his Son. 
or Fi1s may more fully appear by ſeveral 
the gfeCts of the love of God, communi=-: 
ed tated unio Men by Godin and through 
Ms Son ; before Converſion, Faith oc. 

- ſhar any thing in us preconſidered. #e 
eathtb choſen us in him before the foundati- 
hy 3 of the Worla, Eph. 1.4. Again, He 
» hgath predeſiinated us unto the adoption of 
3. ons, by Feſus ChriSt, to himfelf,occord- 
tinge to the good pleaſure of bis Will, tothe 
mad as/e of the glory his Grace, TR 
e 
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eLOBſt in nothing more,or rather nothing 
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he hath made us accepted inthe Beloyel 
*n whom we Wave Redemption through hÞ. 
Blood, even the forgiveneſs of SINSy Fig 
cording tothe riches of his Grace, ver, 
526, 7. Jn whom alſo we have obtaind 
an inheritance, being predeſtinated as” 
cording to the purpoſe of him, who worſ®® 
eth all things after the counſel of his on? 
W:1, verſe 11. How muny acts C* 
God have we here communicated by h 
grace unto tie creature, before Reper, 
tance, Faith,or Converſion,or Calling, * 
We will add to theſe one aft of grad, 
more communicated to the creature is. 
the ſtate of Uncodlincſs. God juſtifiety, 


the ungodly, Rom. 4. 5. yea, take w, 
Sanctification in the common accepth, 

on, may we not ſay God ſandtifieth th; 
ungodly.For men are not ſanQified, be, 
cauſe they are godly,but godly becauſy - 
they are ſantified. Yea, one think g 


more, eyen Calling it {clf, eſtectual Cal”. 
LO 


ling I mean, goes beforc Converſton,q 
the Cauſe before the Eikett ; for Ca 
ling is not an effect of Zonverſion, bu 
Converſion 1s an effect of Calling. þ 
is ncc:{lary, that God call before wi 
can hear; yea, that God open the hear; 

efore we can receive. It I did think 
that theſe things needed proof, I woul® 


| 
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'þend time about it. You ſee now, 
> ,redeſtination, Chooſing, Redempti=- 
rerd n, Juſtification, SanCtification, Cal- 
ery, g, opening of the Heart, all of them 
'; Fracious alts of God, communicated 
910 the creature before the Converfi- 
- ,M of the creature to God. Let us 
+; gcar the Lord ſpeaking of his own work 
by þ{Pon the creature, E/ay 57. 18. He 
>. bent on frowaraly in the way of bus heart ; 
i” Tf have ſeen his ways, and will heal him; 
= will lead him alſo, and reſtore comforts 
> 10 him, and to his Mourners. Whom 
feb thou heal? O Lord, whom wilt. 
hou reſtore? Even him whoſe ways 
e ® haveſcen. What are thoſe ways ? 
P'Iven frowardneſs and perverſeneſs. 
1 nee went on frowardly sn the way of his 
' art, See again, Eſay 43.25. I, ever 
ry Fam be that blitterh out thy Tranſgreſſis 
| ” 7s for mine own ſabe, and will not re- 
ember thy ſins, Whoſe ſins will the 
Lord blot out? Look we back unto 
. he 229. verſe, T hou haſt not called upors 
| jt e, O Jacob, chou haſt been weary of me, 
 _ # Uracl; thou haſt maae me to ſerve with 
"I y ſens, thou haſt wearied me with thine 
” equities, verſe 24. See, Thou haſt 
..1 en weary of me, yea, thou hatt wea- 
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ried me. This is Jacob's Qualificatig 
This is [ſraePs Preparation. Th 
follows, 1, even I am be that blotteth; 
thy Tranſgreſſins: As if the Lg 
would fay unto his People, as he ſpez 

eth by the Prophet Ezek. chap. 36. 
Say. unto the houſe of Iſrael, Thus ſai 
the Lord God, I do not this for your Ja 
O houſe of Tirael, but for my holy any 
ſake, which ye have profaned among h 
Heathen, whither ye went ;, Or as wh; 
Tſracl was near the confines of Caray 
the Lord ſpeaketh thus unto them , 
Aloſes, UnderFtand therefore, that t 
Lord thy God 7iveth thee not this o, 
Land to poſſeſs it for thy Righteouſnj 
for thou art a ſtiffnecked people,Dent.g, 
As if the Lord ſhould fay, I will bl 
out your 1 ranſgreſſions. But 1 woy 
have you know the riches of my gra 
It is not any thing in you that movg 
me unto it. For there isnothing 1a yy 
but Rebellion; but 1 doit for my gk 
ry ſake. As the Prophet ſpeakethy 
the name ofthe Lord, Eſay 48. 8,9. 
knew that thou wouldſt deal very try 
cherouſly, and was Called a Tranſgre 
from the Womb : for my names ſake wi 
defer mine anger, and for my praiſe wi 
| refrs 


i { 
! 


WET for thee, that I cut thee not off. 
his is all the Qualification we bring 
"a "co God, to win his love and mercy. 
" La. are Rebellious, we are prophane, 
a Ip%. are a ſtiffenecked people. And if 
: 36-he Lord ſhould not love us, until he 
us [er iovely conditions in ns, ſurely he 
7 ſat hate us for ever. If God ſhould 
Ly #15: be reconciled unto us, until we be 
"3 tconcilcd unto him, he mult continue 
5 Whyr Enemy for ever. Wherefore con- 
C2z4z tering what hath been ſaid, we will 
hem 1c bold to conclude to the preiſe of rhe 
hat 5lory of his grace, that hrs love and mere 
bis oh to 15, 15 before all Qualifications tn us ; 
ouſt, ,t bis love and mercy to us, is the cauſe 
1-9 all Qualifications in us. That his love - 
ol bl wards 1 15 as preat before Faith and 
WOPonverſion as after. There is no diffe- 
' Slaence in him. But ſome will ſay,perad- 
MOVienture we grant God thus loveth us, 
> Il Yys is before prov?d ; but it may be, it 
Ny Swas becauſe he fotcſyw we would be 
keth ood, repent, believe. ©&c. Far be it 
®>2Ffrom us to entertain ſich thovghts. He 
'Y That well pondereth what hath been 
/STFaid, ſhall well perceive, that God doth 
hot therefore love us, bccauſe he fore- 


aw we will repeat and believe, but 


refrd B 3 there- 
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therefore cauſeth us to repent, and 
lieve in his time, becauſe he love 
VS, 
But to make this alſo more cle 
the Holy Gholt declares, Thar the king 
zeſs of Goda towards Man, appeared 
by works of Righteoufneſs which we hay 
one, but according to his mercy be h 
wed 5, Tit.-3. 4,5. The Pattern a 
cording to which, God ſetteth his loy 
upon Man, was not any thing, fave hy 
Tich mercy, whereby it is plain, Ns 
#bat we loved him, bus that he loved x 
1 John 4. 10. Te have not choſen me, b, 
1 bave choſex you, John 15-16. + 
our Father Abraham received the Rig 
comes of Faith being yet uncircuy 
—” ciſed, and then recetved the fign 
Circumciſion, a ſeal of the Righteou; 
neſs of Faith which he had, yet bein 
uncircumciſed. So as Abraham wi 
firſt righteous, and then circumciſed 
not firſt circumciſed, and then right; 
ous. So the children of Abraham al, 
firſt beloved and then converted, n6 
firſt converted and then beloved. An: 
as God did not account Abrahar: righ 
teous, becauſe he foreſaw he would b 
circumciſed, but therefore he gave hy 

[6 
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\ and be ſign of Circumciſion becauſe he had 
Ve ade him righteous. So it is with the 
hildren of 4brabam; God doth not 
Cie&erefore love them, becauſe he fore- 
re Kheth they will repent and believe, but 
and ea my orcfore he cauſeth them 1n his time, 
we ag, repent and believe the Goſpel, be- 
y be Jaye he loved them. Thus have I 
IN Aone with the firſt thing proponnded 
his Ih the handling of this Propoſition : 
ſave lF,c ſecond follows, namely, the An- 
0, 1fwcr unto the ſeveral Objections. .The 
ved rſt and greateſt is this, if God love 
me,bye Ele while they are yet dead in 
*  Treſpaſſes and Sins, and fo love them 
- Rigyich his great love, and with as great 
1rCuly love befote Converſion as after, as is 
8h before proved ; Then how is it ſaid, 
eouP/alm 5.5. Thou hateſe all the workers 
; beiyf Iniquity ? 
7m W. And hither ve may refer many pla- 
Cliedes of Scripenre of likenatu'e, If God 
18hthate all the workers of Inianity, how * 
m acan he be ſaid io love the Ungedly? 
I, nCThus you ſee in ene ſhot Sentence, 
Alſeemeth to he onite overthrown all 
riglthat I have hithr:o ſpoken. To wind 
ud tent of this Labyrinth, which ſome ha- 
© hifving aſſayed, have further iptangled 
thi 4 Enem- 


4 
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.. themſelves (with invecation unto Goſno 
for the Wiſdom of his Holy Spirir, tthe 
gnide us into the truth.) I will farfſ&ti 
Jhew. you what ſome have ſaid to cleatda 
This, and then I ſhall deliver unto yotth 
mine own judgment ; and yet I hopejſo 
Not mine own, but the jadgment ofrthſu 
Spirit of God, 2nd of moſt of the Saints Je 
of God. Firſt then, Ifind a great Cas ni 
thedral DoCctor(moving the Objection) IT 
and labouring to give ſolution) to give h 
us this Qiſtingion ; that God hates tht! ce: 
Works, but not the Perſons of his E-| q 
lect. I will not ſtand to queſtion, whe-! u 
ther there may be ſuch a diſtinttion ad-! o 
mitted or no, but will take it for grant-! z 
ed; and yet I do believe fin to be of: x 
that hideous nature, and the juſtice of' t 
God ſo perfect,that he cannot bur hate: \ 
the Perſon, unto whom he imputeth,and « 
| upon whom he chargeth ſin,if ſo be the: 1 
z.. perſon charged cannot five full, pcr-, 1 
= "ect, and preſent Satisfaction. And yct. | 
” will [not fay,that the Son of God, vp-| « 
on whom all our Iniquities, grect and} | 
imall were charged, was at any time, | 
Filius odii, a Son of hatred, (for the 
Father was cevcrnally well pleaſ:d with 
him; ) the reaſon js, that our ſins were 
no 


of God to Man: 


> GOfno ſooner charged upon him, but that 


If, tthe had given iull and perfect Satisfa- 


Il fir Ction,being the Lamb ſlain from the foun- 
Clealdation of the World, Rev. 12. 8. Al- 
0 JClIthough the foreſaid diſtin&10nN of Per- 
:OPe{ſon and Works, ſhuuli be granted 
friſwichou further queſtion, yet give me 
aintfleave to pronounce it nothing perti- 
Ca- nent to the ſolution of the Objection 
on) in hand; for the Text ſaith, not only 
glive! he hat. th the Works, but the Work- 
 the!ers; that is, *1c Perſons working Ini- 
S E-| quity. Anorher 4aſwer 1s brought to. 
mne-/ untye ti145 knot, Hy a jingling diſtinCti- 
ad-! on of. yofol'! love in God, namely, A- 
nt-! mor bene /olentie, and, amor complacen- 
of! 252, thar the ſimple may underſtand, 
 of' there is in God, ſay they, alove of 
ate! weli-willing,-1d a love of liking. Now 
nd God : ſay they) loves his Elect before 
he! their Converſion,with the love of well- 


1d | and the love of Juſtification. God (lay 
e | they) leves his Ele with the love of 
1e} Election, but not with the love of Ju- 
hj Htification, Firſt of all, I defire you to 
e| conſider, whether there be not more 
J | B 5 time 


33. 


T-, willing. but nor with the love of liking. - 
«| Like unto waich, w2 hear of a diſtinQti-A = 
P-| on not ſeldom, of the love of Eleftion, 


34 


+ this difference between Humane Love 
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time than reaſon in theſe diſtintions;#! 
the love of ElefQtion, and the love off" 
Juſtification, . being not divyerſities of}* ” 
love, or divers degrees of love, but di- WE 
vers manifeſtations of one and the ſame ſto 
infinite love. As when a Father hath {all 
conveyed an Inheritance to his Son, |* \ 


# - here isno new love from the Father to j!$'\ 


the Son, but a new manifeſtation of fo1 
that love, wherewith the Father loved |Gc 
the Son before. Secondly, How can 'al 
It be, that God ſhould not like the per- | 1%: 
ſon whom he loves ? There is indeed | N' 


and Divine ; Men commonly love be- | PL 
cauſe they like; but God likes becauſe | © 
he loves. Man cannot but love where '| Pt 
he likes. And 1 believe (ſpeaking of | 3! 
the perſon,)God cannot but like where | t? 
he loves. To make ſuch differences of -| fc 


& lovein God, will I fear open a gap to | ſc 


egmany foul Abſurdities. But ſuppoſe | 7! 


| 
% 
\> 


| bat theſe things could be ſo,it will ap- | b 
&= pear that God loves the perſons of his | Y 
z” Elec, not only with a love of Benevo+ | V 


lence, but alſo with a love of Compla- 
cence ard liking ; For this is the voice Tt 
of the Father from Heaven, This 3s my | ? 
beloved Son in whom 1 am well pleaſed, 
: Matth. 


of God to May. BETS. 
ons:Matth. 3. 17. Here is a Revelation of 0 
e ofthe love of liking, / am wrll plerſed : 
 offThe Father is well picafed in his Son. 
di- Witch whom # Sureiy, wich thoſe un- 
meſto whom he had given his Son, th:t is, 
3th jall bis Elect. Again, this Anſwer, if 
YN, jit were beyond all Exceptions, yet it 
to ligvery Impertinent to tne Objection z 
of [for the Text doti not only fav, that 
ed jGod loveth them not with ſuch or ſuch 
1n {a love, but in plain terms it ſaith, That 
r- | the Lord hateth them that work iniquity, 
q | Now what ſhall we fay, that God loves 
7e | a perſon with infinite love, beyond ex- | 
.. | preſſion or conceit, and yet at the ſame 
e | time, hateth the fame perſon with that. 
e +} perfect hatred, wherewith he hateth 
f | all the workers of iniquity. Let us 
> | take heed that we draw not a vail be= 
F .| fore the face of God, and delude our 


| ſelves and others with ſuch frothy and ' 


| impertinent diſtinftions. But 1 have 


| by this time bred a kind of wonder in 4 
you ; who. I ſhall ſpeak, ſecing thas * 
which other Men have faid thus far, 
likcco menot. I anſwer therefore, that 
this Clauſe, God bateth all the workers of 
 7niquity, and God iaveth the Vngodly, are 
both in Scripture, and therefore both 

rue 3 


— en 
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2. and ſcruple is not removed; for the! 
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true; yet ina different fence. Thy 2: 
firſt, The Lord hateth all the workerl Ch 
of iniquity, is the voice of the Law| af 
The other, the Lord loves Sinners, is $. 
the voice of the Goſpel. Now the Law G 
and the Goſpel ſpeak divers things! LZ 
the one, being the manifeſtation oh C, 
Gods Juſtice, tells us what we are by tr 
Nature: the other, being the manifeſta-} w 
tion of GodsMercy.tells us what we are| ri 
by grace in JeſusChriſt. The Law faith,] t] 
that every Simmer ſhall be accurſed. The c 
Goſpel ſaith, Feſus Chriſt came into the} C 
World to ſave Sinners, TheLaw ſaith,} c 
God will by 20 means clear the guilty,} 
Exod. 34.7. The Goſpel ſai:ch, God! fi 
Juftifieth the ungodly. The Law decla-} j1 
reth wrath without forgiveneſs; The}| a 
Goſpel, Mercy, Grace and Peace in Je-; þb 
fus Chriſt. Thus far is the Obje-| C 

7 

( 

> 


Ction anſwered ; but yet all difficulty 


© Law you will ſay, is an eternal Verity; | 
 Whatſoever it ſaith, is truc. I confeſs 
it fo, and one jot or tittle thereof can- | * 
Not fail. But I ſay with the Apoſtle, | 
Ehat what foever the Law ſaith, it ſaith 
ro them only who are under the Law, and | 
£0 none other. 1 ſay again, that the | | 


Righteouſneſs of the Law tu fulfilled by 
Chriſt for «5 all ; yea, in all that walk not 
after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, Rom. 
8.4. So that although the elect of 


| God are ſinners inthe judgment of the 
Law, Sence, Reaſon, yea and oftentimes 
| Conſcience; yet having their ins 


tranſlated unto the Son of God, (in 
whom they were ele&ed)they have the 
riphtzouſneſs of the Law fulfilled in 
the Mediatour,and ſo become to be ac- 


| counted righteous in his ſight ; that as 


God on ti:e one fide de{ivered the 2970- 
cent to death, as though he had been a 
ſinner, being made countable for our 
ſins: Soou the other ſide,God loveth, 


| juſtifeth,cleareth the guilty and ſinners, 


as if they had been holy, righteous, and 
vlameleſs. The ſum is this, that as 
Chriſt was no ſmner indeed, and yet a ſin- 
ner by imputation;, 1o they that are 
Chriſts are nc ſinners by impatationzand 
yet ſinners indeed, 

Thus muci) for the firſt Objettion, 
The ſecond follows ; 

Objettion 2, 


If God be reconciled unto us, before ® 


all conditions, &c, How is it that our 
Say1our ſaith, Mat,6. 15. If you forgive 
as 


of God to Man. 37 


_ 
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not men their treſpaſſes, neither will your 


which .we have, Matth. 18. 35. So 
likewiſe ſhall my heavenly Father do 
alſo unto you, if ye from your heart 
forgive not every one his Brother their 
F Treſpaſſes, In which place we ſte, 
-firſt, that unleſs we forgive, God will 
not forgive us, Nay more,thar God 
will reverſe the aCt of his mercy.if after 
he hath Forg:ven us 10thouſand talents, 
we ſhall not forgive 100 pence, we ſhall 
be delivered to the tormentors, until 
we Pay the whole due. For anſwer to 
_ this Objection, we muſt lay down two 
— grounds;the firſt, Thar God never rever- 
" ſeth the aits of his mercy communicated to 


God are without repentance, ROM.11,29. 
God is not aman that he ſhould lye,n:ither 
the ſon of man that he ſhould repent, 
Num, 23. 19. The ſecond ground, 
that Gods forgiveneſs of us is a fore-rnn- 
ner of our forgiveneſs of our bretbreg, 
And we cannot truly forgive our 
®rethren, until we do apprehend 
Gods forgiveneſs of ns. Should4/t not 
teu have had compaſſimn on thy fellow- 
ſervatt, 


heavenly Father forgive you your treſpaſ=. 
ſes, Unto which may be joyned' that 


his Eleth. For the gifts and calling of 
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rr” _ of God to May. 39. 


ſervant, even as I had pity on thee ? 
Matth. 18. 33. + And vpon this ground 


tthe Apoſtle preſieth the Epheſians unto 


kindneſs and tenderneſs of heart, fer- 
zving 046 another , even as God for 
Chriſt®s ſake hath forgiven you, Eph. 
42 | 

: But then if this be ſo, what mean 
the foreſaid places, which ſtrengthen 
the ObjzeQuion ? Ianſwer; That For-' 
giveneſs is there to be taken for the 

manifeſtation of Forgiveneſs ; Except 
ye forgive men, neither will your heaven- _ 
ly Father ſo fully declare, and manifeſt 

himſelf unto your Conſciences; and ſo 


Reconciliation with God, not unto” 
God?s Reconcilation with-us. That 


Ithis is not a ſubtile Evaſion, but the 


Truth, appears firſt by a place of 
Scripture z ſecondly, by the judgment 
of Interpreters upon a like place; The 
place of Scripture is found, Luke 7. 47. | 
Her ſins which are many, are forgiven | 
her, for ſbe loved much. What have 
we here, that this Womans great love 
was the cauie of remiſſion, or that it 
went. before her obtaining of remiſſion, 
as Bellarmine contendeth ? Verily, oy 
ut 


this place pertaineth properly to our -* 
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but it is plain, that her remiſſion ob- 
' tained, was the cauſe of her love. $S:- 
201, ſaith our Saviour, A certain Cre- 
ditor forgave two Debtors frankly ; 
whereof the one ow*'d five liundred 
pence, the other fifty; which of the 
twain will love him moſt ? S:2207 an- 


215i. Our Saviour maketh the Appli- 


Thou loveſt me alittle, thou haſt bid- 
den me to Dinner. But when came 
into thy honſe, thou gaveſi me 9 water 
for my feet ; but ſhe hath waſhed my feet 
| with her Tears, and wiped them with the 
-.. bairs of her head. My head with Oil 
= thou didſt net anoint, but this Woman 


Thou ſeeſt, thatI have forgiven thee a 


but this Woman hath muci forgiven 
* her: Therefore ſhe loved much; 
whereby we underſtana two things; 
firſt, that her love was not the cauſe of 
Forgiveneſs, but Forgiveneſs a cauſe of 
her love. Secondly, Thar Forgiveneſs 
In this place includeth the manifeſtati- 
on of Forgiveneſs; many ſins are for- 
glven her,the ſence is this, It appeareth 
unto 


ſwereth well, He to whom he forgavuei 


cation; Seeſt thou this Woman ?} 


hath anointed my Feer with Ointment. 


few ſins, and thou loveſt me a lictle,| 
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| of God to Man. 
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[unto this Woman, that I have pardon- 


ed a multitude of Sins for hr. 
Is the Scripture. 

The judgment ef Interpreiers in 
tne Proteſtant Church, upon 2 like 
Place, 1s occaſioned by an Argument 
urged by Cardin?! Bellarmine,and other 
Popelings, againſt rhe Proteſtants, on 
this wiſe: If ( ſaith be) the Prote- 


This 


 ſtants nave'parcon of all their fins, in 


ſuch wiſeas they ſay they have, why do 
they yet pray, Forzive us our Treſpaſs 
ſes, 1f they be already forgiven ? The 
Proteſtants anſwer with one conſent, 
that they do heg at the hands of God, 
greater certainty and aſſurance of his 
griacetowards them ; the Petition, For- : 
give 1 eur»-Ireſpaſſes, may well ſtand 
with aſſurance of Pardon. The con- 
demned perſon tai is upon the Lad- 
der, having received the pardon of a 
gracious Prince, hears it read; 1s aſ- 
ſured of it, and rcjoyceth in itz yer 
this perſon b<ing called into the pre- 
ſence of the King, if he ſhould fall down 
and ſay, Pardon me wiy Lord the King ; 
who could lay Foliy to his charge ? 
So we having received the free pardon - 


of Sin at his hand already, yet as oft 
as 
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as we come into his Preſence, we cry 
to the glory of his grace, Forg:ve ws our 
Treſpaſſes : For while we beg at the 
hands of God, that which we have be- 
fore recelived,we do magnitie his grace, 
that hath freely given it. Apain, who 
ſo ſure, and certain of Pardon, but 


that he cither needeth a greater aſſu-} ? 


rance, or at leaſt that aſſurance to be 
by Gods Mercy continued. Thus much 
for the ſecond Objection. 

The Third followeth, If God love 
us 10 Blood and Pollntion,as well before 
Converſion as after Converſion ; then 
to what purpoſe ſerve our Faith and 


go0d Works? ' Firſt, I anſwer this} 


Objection indirealy, by propounding 
one Queſtion ; Whether thou think- 
eſt that thy Faith and good Works can 
obtain, or procure the Iove and fa- 
your of God? Ifthou fayeſtno, then 
why doſt thou make this Objection ? 
If thou ſayeſt yea, then Il demand who 
ſhall give thee Faith and good Works? 
Should*ſt thou expe them from any 
other than from the hand of a loving 
God? Secondly, I anſwer direaly, by 
 ſhewirg thee the true Office of Faith: 


Although Faith do not procure Gods | 


loye 


cry 
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off God to Man. 


love and favour, yet is it to very good 
purpoſe,and exceeding precious.: That 
you may know the love of God, and be 
jcaled with the holy ſpirit of Promiſe ; 
In whom, after ye telieved, ye were ſeal» * 
ed with the holy Spirit of Promiſe : which 
75 tne earneſt of our Inheritance unto the 
redemption of the purchaſed Poſſeſſuon, 
unta the praiſe of his Glory,Eph.1.13,14« 
The Original reads it, 172 whom belies 
ving ye were ſealed : So that believing 
is ſealing, and an carneſt of the inheri- 
tance. Secondly, That believing you, 
who were under darkneſs, and in the 
ſhadow of death, and ſaw no light, yet 


 Ifay, Belicving ye might rejoyce with joy 


nnſpeakable,: and full of glory, receiving - = 
the end of your Faith, 1 Pet. 1.8, ROM. -: 
15.13. The God of hope fill you with.all 
joy and peace in believing. 

Thus you ſee your Faith is to very 
good purpoſe, and yet not to that pur- 
poſe, to obtain the love and favour of 
God. Thus. much for the Office of 
Faith; yet do I not undertake to ſet 
out unto you the whole Office of that 
moſt precious Gift, but only ſo much 
as may ſerve to anſwer the preſent Ob- 


jetion, But Secondly, To what purpoſe 
ierve 
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ſerve our good Vorks? lanſwer, to 
very good purpoſe alſo; namely, to 
expreſs our thankfulneſs to God, and 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath deli- 

* vered us from our Encmies : That 
we being delivered might ſerve him with. 
out fear in holineſs and righteouſneſs be- 


fore him all the days of our life, Luke 1} 
We do not {erye God to cb-j 


> 3D & JI : 
tain Deliverance by- ſerving of him. 


But of his free Grace obtaining Deli- 
verance we ſerve him. We do not fcrve 
God to obtain Salvation, but obtain- 
ing Salvation freely by Jeſus Chriſt, we 
offer up our Souls and Bodies, a living 
Sacrifice of Thankſgiving. I anſwer 


-, further, Thy good Works may be pro- 


fitable unto men, Tit. 3.8, but not unto 
. Ged, wao is of abſolute Perfe&ion, and 
needeth not any thing which thou canſt 
do.Can aMan be profitable untoGod.as he 
that is wiſe may be profitable unto himſelf ? 


1s it any pleaſure to the Almighty that | 


#hou art righteons ? or 1s it any gain to 
bim that thou maketh thy ways perfett, 
Job 22, 2, 3. Thos you ſee the Office 
of your Faith and Works; becauſe we 
ſay that God loves us as well before 
Converkon as after, do we therefore 
make 


"W022 IR dad. adit. 


of God to Man. as © 


make Faith and Works void ? God for- 
bid. Muſt I needs put ont my Fire, be- 
cauſe I will not ſet it on the top of the 
Houſe ? No, I will keep it within the 
Chimney, which is the proper place. 
Woe be to that City, where the Fire 


ſhall overtop the Houſes: Fire 1s pre- 


| clous in the Chimney, but dangerous 


elſewhere. Precious is the Gift of 
Faith, if kept within his own Sphere z 
but if we ſhall begin to lift it up, and 


| place it in the Throne of Chriſt, what 


Rock moredangerous to the Soul ? The 
Braſen Serpent was a great bleſſing ſo 


long as 1/racl looked at it by God's ap- 


pointment, to be healed of the bitings 
of the fiery Serpents. But when once 
Ifrael ſhall burn Incenſe unto it, let 1t 
be INehuſhtan, apiece of old cankred 
Braſs, 2 Kings 18, 4. Thus for the 
third Objetion, the fourth follows. 

If God love us with as great a love 
before Converſion as after, then what 
nced we take care what we do? If we 
repent and believe, the Lord will love 
us never the better; if we neither re» 
pent nor believe, the Lord will love us 
never the worſe, Anſwer. I can hard- 


ly vouchſafe to give an Anſwer to _ 


| a Ty - wn, 0 : ak : wa. a 4 ” x bs 6 fd; y 
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- jection, bc:cauſe the wiſe Man adviſeth 
Prev. 26, 4. Anfwcr not a Fool accord 


ing to his Folly, leſt thou be like unto him. 


And yet 1 muſt give an Anſwer, becauſe 
the wiſe Man commandeth, verſe 5, 
Anſwer a Fool according to his folly, lei 
he be wiſe in his own conceit, Leſt if 1 
ſhould paſs by this Objection, thou 
ſhouldſt triumph as if thou hadſt gut- 
ten the Victory. I anſwer therefore 
with the Apoſtle, Shall we ſin that grace 
may abound, and ſhall we ſin becauſe we 
are not under the Law but under Grace ? 
God forbid, Rom. 6. 15. This ObjeCti- 
on was moved by cavilling ſpicits even 
inthe Apoſtles time,well nigh 16 kun- 
dred years ago,and you ſee theAnſwer, 
And now the ſame ſpirit rageth in 
thee. But I thought what a Cuſtomer 
we-ſhould have of thee. Thou wouldſt 
make Men believe, that thon art no 


Juſtictary.,no Papiſt, not one that ſeeks | 
to be juſtified by thy Works. And yet | 


if thy Works cannot obtain Gods fa- 
vour,tfthey cannot procure an increaſe 
of his love, thou will preſently cait off 


all, and give liberty to thy fleſh. Give | 


me leave to ſpeak plain, Thou art he 
that turneFt the grace of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt 


C} 


eth 


Irb:ngs, Phil. 3. 19. 
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Chriſt into wantonneſs, whoſe end 15 de- 
ruttion, whoſe Goa 1s thy Belly, whoſe 
rlory 75 thy ſhame, W120 mindeſt earthly 


But be it known 
unto thee, that the Grace of God 


{reachetb (other things, namely,) to deny 


all ungodlineſs ana worlaly luſts, andto 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 
this preſent World. 

But I perceive by this Objection,that 
thou accountedſt this a Dotrine of 
Liberty.to declare the free love of God 


2j12 Jeſus Chriſt : and thou thinkeſt ir 


were better to hide this from the peo- 
ple, and to terrifie them with Hell fire, 
with Wrath, and Judgment, and with 
the fiery flaſhings of Mount S:xaz, and 
to keep them in Bondage. I can hard- 
ly refrain from giving thee very evil 
Language, that art thus preſumptu- 
ous and audacious to contradict the 
Lord Jeſus, who hath given command- 


ment, that the Goſpel of Peace ſhould 


be preacied to all Nations. I will ſpare 
to ſpeak what think, and commend 
unto thy confideration the judgment of 
one of our own Countreymen, whoſe 
Learning was by his Adverſaries com- 
mended,whoſe conſtancy and patience 
In 
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in his Martyrdom was admired ; 
was John Fryth, who writeth to thigt 
effect : - Thou maylſt preach Hell anqy 
Damnation, and the rendring of gh 
terrible account to a ſevere Judge, & cn 
ſeven years together, and yet not makqb 
one good Chriſtian Man. He thatſu 
would make a good Chriſtian, Ietffi 
the love of God be the firſt ſtone 
which he layeth for the Foundatton|o 
Thus he ſpeaketh: And 1ndeed,what 
mo:ive to Obedience ſo {trang as love ?þ 


ry 
an 


Many Waters cannot quenci love, nel- 
ther can the Floods drown- it, Car. 
8.7. What greater fear then that which 
proccedeth from love? Ii we have anl 
Enemy whom we hate, we ſheath a 
Sword in his Bowels,or cleave bis Head 0 
with a Poleax, and cry him no mercy; 
but, how careful are we not to do theſ 
leaſt injury to a Friend ? If we tread 
on his finger,we are ſorry at the heart. 
What greater aggravation of ſin, then 
to ſinagainſt :'ove? - Were not he an 
ungracious and rebellious Son amongſt 
Men, who ſhould reaſon thus? I have 
an indulgent Father, who loveth! me 
exceedipgly,deemeth nothing too good 
tor me, who hath given me aſſurance 
and 
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and poſſeſſion of his whole Inheritance, 
therefore I will ſurely negle& him, I 
will ſhew my ſelf undutiful againſt 
him, I will no more regard his Com- 
mands, or attend unto his Precepts; 
but whatſoever will grieve him, that 
What Heart could not af- 
ford to caſt a Stone at the Head of 
ſuch a Son of Belzal as this, to daſh 
out his Brains? For ſhame let the 
mover of this Objection bluſh, and 
hide his Head, let him conſider his 
Folly. The caſe is thine , thou art 
the Man; . becauſe God aboundeth in 
free Love, Mercy, and Kindneſs, there= 
fore thou wilt abound in Wretched- 
neſs. I ceaſe to ſpeak any farther 
of this to thy greater ſhame. 

The Fifth ObjeQtion follows, 
which is indeed more mannerly than 
the former. 


Objeft. 5. 


If God love us, be reconciled unto 
us, before our Faith and our Conver- 
fion, then a Man may poſſibly die with- 
out Faith, and yet be ſaved. 
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I anſwer : This followeth not, be.| 
cauſe God hath engaged himſelf to the 
contrary 4 which if he had not done, 
much might have been ſaid. But we 
ſee, he that,cannot. lye, hath engaged 
himſelf unto his People : will put ny[v5* 
Law into their Hearts, and in their 
Minds will I write them, Andall ſhall know 
me from the leaſt. to the greateſt, Heb. $4 
8. 10.11. Af thy Children ſhall be taught NA 
of God, Iſai. 54.13. John 6.54. So thatÞ® 
we ſay, He-that believeth not, ſhall be wh 
' _ danined, Mark. 16. 16. Not becauſe hisF* 
believing doth alter or change his eſtateP®" 
- before God; but becauſe the God off® 

Truth bath promiſed, that he will not Þ! 
only give us remiſſion, but that he will |": 
alſo give Faith fer our Conſolation;and f® 
ſo Faith becommeth a Note and Mark |” 
of Life everlaſting, and final Infidelity þ* 
a {ure Note of eternal Condemnation ; | 
that whoſoever, or whatſoever he be in Þ" 
Life or Converſation, yet he that be- : 

( 


lieveth not, ſhall be damned. 


Thus much for the Fifth. 
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red) The -Sixth ObjeQiion : If God love 


2ny(4s as you ſay, why doth he ſuffer us to 
eiy(live in Sin, 20, 50, Or 60 years ? 
owl Tanſwer : What art thou that replieſt 
eb. 4rainſt God? How unſearchable are his 
zbtÞ udgments, and his ways paſt finding out ? 
hat Rom. 11.33. Again, letus ask Pand, 
/ befvby the Lord ſuffered him (being an 
hisElet and choſen Veſlel) ro perſecute 
ateſþis Saints unto Death and Bonds, and 
off cauſe many to blaſpheme; and he 
10t P#1Il tell ys, that 7» him firſt Feſus Chriſt 
vill fright ſhew forth all long- ſuffering, for a 
nd pattern to them which ſhould dereafeer be- 
rk ſieve on him to life everlaſting, 1 Tim. 1, 
ity [6 Thirdly, thou may?lt as well object, 
n ; [cing that God is of infinite Power, 
in by doth he ſuffer Sin in the World ? 
,.. If thou ſhouldſt, the Lord will an- 
wer, My Grace i ſufficient for thee, © 
Cor. 12.9. 
- Thus far for the Obj 
e come to the third g propoun- 
a 7 day Application of what hath been 
poken. 


ions * NOW: . 


C 2 Appli« 


Reconciliation 


[ans 
aw 


Applicat, 1. 


In the firſt place, we will obſerve t 
difference between the true Religio 
and the falſe, from that which hat 
been ſpoken. There are many Reli 
Sijonsin the World ; and it fareth wi 
diverſities of Religions, as with diver 

ſities of Opinions; there is a poſlibi 
lity that they may be all falſe ; but it 1 
altogether impoſlible that they ſhoul 
be all true. There 1s but one true Re 
ligion, but-there are many falſe: Th 
falſe Religions ſeeming to differ excee 
dingly amongſt themſelves, in ver] 
many things even 1n the Object © 
Worſhip, and in the matter and man- 
ner-; yet, be they never ſo different 
there is one common Foundation, 
wherein they do all agree, and where: 
in they differ from the true. The true 
js 0 propoundeth unto us a God'in 
chief reconciled , pacified, pleaſed, 1 
Juſtice already fatished, a Propitiati 
made, Sins Wk away ; and -we'ha;\ 
not one jot, met one Apex 3ri-5t the 
New Covenant to be found of reconci- 
ling God to.us, but of our Reconeiliz 
208 
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tion to God : The New Covenant ma- 
nifeſteth unto us a God already recon- 
ciled to us, and the whole Miniſtry of 
Reconciliation propoundeth our recon- 
ciliation to God. Now this is the com- 
-| mon QharaQter of all falſe Religions of 
what ſorts ſoever, Jews, Turks,Papiſts, 
phariſaical Proteſtants, Heathen, all 


.l angry God, a Deity not reconciled, and 
then preſcribe certain Means and Ser - 
vices whereby to appcaſe his Wrat}:, 
and to quench his Diſpleafure, and wo 


not oftner ſeek after Salvation, but he 
naturally ſtumbleth upon this Principle, 
| What ſhall I do to be ſaved? The World 

would be ſaved by doing. /fartin Lu- 
ther ſpeaking of this difference, doth 
more than once compare the falſe Reli- 


Falls. 


1.4 to Gert'2mens Spaniels, which are faſt- 
ned :+:...cher by the Necks, bur lcoſe 


at the I als. 
ſome Circumſtances 


C 3 


.| propound in ſome depree or other, an 


| gions unto Sampſen's Foxes, Jude.1 5.4-. 
their Heads looking divers ways, but, .. 
they were faſtneq together - by the'** 
This compariſon we do em- 
' brace ; yet I had rather compare them 


They differ indeed: in” 
» bot-1n the main” 
Sub=- | 


\ 


obtain his Love and Fayonr. Man doth. 
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not ſee ſome Men contending with the 


" Reconcoliation 
. Subſtance they agree in one. Do we 


Papiſt, with wonderful eagerneſs ? Do 
we not ſee others tugging and haling, 
'one one way. the other another,one for 
this Ceremony, and another for that, 
as though there were a_mortal ditfe- 
rence between them, yea the difference 
{o great, that it is ſometimes the grea- 
teſt reaſon for one ſide to refuſe this 
or that, becauſe the other uſeth it : 
Now hethat ſhall ſearch into the inner- 
moſt Secrets of theſe Antagonitts, ſhall 
find, them that ſo eagerly differ about 
Circumſtance, ( who could have be- 
lieved It ? ) to agree in Subſtance. Like 
| Ships thar fail in the Sea a great way 
aſundcr, yet all tending to one Haven. 
All tending to this end, to win or ob- 
tain the Favour of an angry God. This 
that hath been ſpoken, may prove a 
helpto adminiſter a Spirit of Diſcer- 
ning unto the Simple, in theſe diſtra- 
cted Times, wherein the Common- 
wealth is not more diſtrafted than the 
Church. Now ©mong ſo many diver- 
ſities of Opinions, how ſhall we know 
which is the old and the good way, that 
we may walk in it? One faith that I 


am 
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of God to Man. 
am Chriſt; another, nay, but I am 
Chriſt : For thy DireRion, ſearch for 
that Religion that abaſeth Man, that 
giveth the Glory of Grace to God; 
that propoundeth the free Love of God 
in Jeſus Chriſt, without mixture of any 
thing in the Creature, that is the true 
Religion, all the reſt are falſe ; that is 
the true way, and ſtreight line, al) the 
reſt are counterfeit and crooked. This 
is the Firſt Application, _ : 


Applicat. 2. | 


The Second Application is to correct 
our Idolatrous Thoughts and Judg- 
ments that we have had of God. What 
fooliſh Fancies have poſſeſt our Spuls ? 
How often have we thought God to be 
like unto our ſelves ? How many times 
have we imzgined an angry God, . a 
wrathful Majeity ? And ſought to ap- 


peaſe his Indignation by Faſting, by 


Praying, by Alms, by Tcars, and ſuch 
like things? O focliſh, Man! if. his 
wrath ſhould not be vefore appeaſed, 
what Creature could ſtand in Tis 
ſight? Do we not ſee when ſome Lion- 
like Man is E_, the. whole Houſe 
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56 Reconciliation 
trembles, not one Servant.no not a Son 


dares come 1nto his preſence, before his ;; 


wrath be over ? If we ſo fear the unjuſt 
wrath of Man, how terrible would the 
juſt Wrath of Conſuming Fire be? 
What great preſumption were it for 
the Creature to come into his preſence, 
-xf his Wrath were not appeaſed. We 
complain of Idolatry crept into our 
unhappy Nation; we complain of 
Bowing, of Cringing, of Croſling, and 
many ſuch Fopperies. Search we, I 
beſeech you, if Idolatry have not hi- 
therto crept into your Hearts; if you 
tavenot ſet up 2 great Ido], and bowed 
.vnto that lmage, with all ic worſhip 
peth. Learn to make clean the in-fide 
2s wcll as the out-ſide of the Cup. Learn 
eo bar:iihout of the Soul thoſe fooliſh 
and vain Conceits; learn to ſce the 
Glory of the face of God 1n Jeſus, and 
to worſhip him in Spirit and in Truih, 
There cannot be greater Idolatry com- 
mictec, than to conceive a poſſibility 
of gainirg the Loveand Favour of God, 
by Works wrought in the Creature. 
This ts as great an Jdol as that which 
. was {.t up inthe plain of Dura, inthe 
Province of Babylon, ſixty Cubits high, 
Dan, 


of God to Man. 


57 
This 1s the Beaſt that hath 

| made the whole Earth to partake of her 
 Fornications. 


Dan, 3. 


Ap plicat. ; 


The Third Application, 1s to ſtir us 
up to admire the excecding Love of 
God , and his wondertui Goodneſs. 
Hear, O Heavens, and five ear, O 
Earth, whether ever the like Grace 
were heard of,fince the Mountains were 
framed. Who could have expected,” 
that the Lord ſhould have been hsif ſo 
eracious? Did we ever imagin to hear 
ſuch'a Voice from Heaven to Earth, ſo 
full of-Grace, ſo full of Glory ? Had the 
Lord propounded his Love and Recon- 
ciliation tous, npon hard and difficulc 
Conditions, yet, if poſſible, ſhould not. 
we have accounted it an happineſs ? for 
what would not the diſtrefjed Soul have 
done (witneſs the Acts of our Forefa- 
thers) for to have purchaied Remiſſion, 
and to have. obtained the Faveur of 
God ? But ſee if any Grace be like to 
this Grace: The Lord calleth from 


Heaven, unto the Sons of Men, by his: 
Son Jeſus ; ſaying,: O ye-Sons of Men, - 


what could I have done, or. what could- 
you: 
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 ,58 ' Reconculition 
* you have wiſhed me to do, more than 1 
have done? Behold, Iam friends with 
you, I love you truly ; ſee, have I not 
given you my Son: And now I beſeech 
you by my Son, that you would be 
reconciled unto me ; I am friends with 
you, be you friends with me. Did we 
ever think to hear the God of Heaven 
to. befeech and intreat us to be recon- 
ciled unto God ? That Man ſhould 
intreat God to be reconciled, was that 
fe might imagin ; but that we ſhould 
find &od already reconciled, and pray- 
Ing of Man that he would be reconciled; 
" this 1s Grace beyond expreſſion. And 
as this ſets forth the glorious Grace of 
God, ſo doth it aggravate our unthank- 
talneſs nnto God, if we ſhall refuſe his: 
gracions Offer. 

\ If fome poor and baſe Man, fome no- 
torious Perſon had offended the Magi- 
ſtrates of this City, whereby he had 
delerved ſevere puniſhment , yet the 
Magiſtrates ſhould ſend for this Offen- 
der, and declare themſelves ſatisfied, 
and intreat him to ſhake hands with 
them: If now this Offender ſhould ſtub- 

| bornly refule to be reconciled to them 
whom he had offended, what _—_ we-| 
oye | think. 
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59 
think of ſuch a Perſon? The caſe is. 
ours ; itis we that have offended God, 
God hath not offended-us; yet now 
when the offended God ſhall declare 
his Grace, and ſend the Miniſtry of Re- 
conciliation to us,who were Offenders, # 
if we ſhall now refuſe, and turn away # 
our Ears, and refuſe. to ſubmit to his * 
Righteouſneſs, what Ingratitude will 
this be? That we may yet more ad- - 
mire the Grace of our.. God, the 
Lord is pleaſed to uſe familiar Ex- 
preſlions ; to declare unto us that. it”. 
pleaſed God. to betroth unto himſelf 
a Wife, whom he \vvould admit into 
fo much Favcur, as to call him J1ſhz, 
my Husband, Hoſea ?. 16. unto whom 
he would vouchſafe ſo mnch Honour, 
as to call her his Spouſe, his Love, his 
Dove, &c. And to )etroth her uato 
himſelf for ever. Whlio is It unto 
whom the Lord vouchſafeth ſack 
Grace ? What Perſon is it whomthe 
Lord will take to be his Spouſe ? 
Was there ever ſvcn a thing as this 
heard ? That Poverty ſhould {ue un- 
to Riches? That Deformiry ſhoutd 


of God to Man:”- 


ſve unto Beauty, is no wonder: But 


' that a Mighty, Rici, Bzautiful, o_ 
ge 
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 doms. But it may be Beauty might 
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Potent Prince, ſhould ſue unto a Poor 
- Old, Decrepit, Deformed, Diſeaſed, 
Louſie Beggar, what Story can witnel; 
any ſuch thing? And with reverence 
and trembling be it ſpoken, the Mighty 
God of Heaven betroths unto himſelf, 
and {weares unto vile, poor, deformed, 
ſinful, diſeaſed, loathſom Man. When 
_ Man intendeth to take a Companion 
| of his Love, ſome aim at Nobility, 
fome at. Beauty , others at Riches: 
"Theſe are the three Load-ſtones that 
commonly attract the Liking and Love 
--- of Man: But it is not ſo with God. 
> Look weat the Nobility of his Spouſe, 
_ ather Parentage,from whence ſhe is de 
fcended, Thy Father was an Ammorite, 
thy Mother a Hittite: Ezek 1.6.3. She 
is baſe born, a Daughter of Whore- 


recompence the Baſeneſs of her Birth. 
Look we at her Beauty; her native 

uty is Blood and Pollution, and in- 
Reatof an Habitation,chou waſt caſt out 
formed Creature; her artificial Beau- 
ty, neither waſhins, nor ſwadling, nor 
ſalting. But peradventure, what was: 
lacking 1n Birth and Beauty , might 
he ſupplied in Riches and Plenty : 
(For. Riches make many Marriages : ) 
| Let. 
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Let us ſurvey her Riches , Behold, in- 
iz the open Field. Inſtead of Raiment, 
not wherewithal to buy her Wed- 
ding Garments and Ornaments, Na- 
kedneſs, even ſtark, nakedneſs, I ſpread 
the Skzrt of my. Clothing over thee, and 
covered thy Nakedneſs, Here is a Spouſe 
that hath not wherewithal to buy her 
a Wedding Garment. O the depth 
of the Riches of the Mercy of God! 
Neither Noble , nor Beautiful , nor 
Rich ; and yet the Lord hath ſet his 
Love upon us. Nay, here 1s one 
thing exceedeth all this that hath 
been ſpoken. So miſerable was our *'* 
Condition, that it hath coſt the Lord 3 
a great Dowry. And the Lord muſk #35 
Huy us unto himſelf, not with Silver 
or Gold, nor with Two hundred 
Fore-skins of the Philiſtines: But 
with the precious Blood of the Son. 
I deſire to leave you in ads 
miration of this tranſcendent Love, 
and to paſs unto the Fourth Appli- 
cation, to comfort the diltreſſed Soul. 


Applicat. 4. 
Here are the Queries of thy bur- 


dened Soul anſwered What Good» 2 


62 Reconciliation 
neſs muſt I find in me? What Con- 
ditions , what Qualifications , before 
that I believe God to be a Father to 
me in Chriſt ? What muſt I do to 
be faved?- Thou feeſt here the Free- 
neſs of God's Grace, the Glory of 
his Reconciliation. And 1 will be bold 
to ſay unto thee, as Moſes ſpeaketh 
unto 1/rae! in another caſe, Stand 
. ſtill, and ſee the Salvationf the Lora, 
which he hath ſhemed you this day, Exod. 
I4.13. Or as Jahaxiel unto Judah in 
another caſe : Te ſhall nor need to fight 
in this Battel, ſet your ſelves, ſtand ye 
fill, and ſee the Salvation of the Lord 
with you, O Fudah and Jeruſalem, 
2 Chron. 20. 17. What ſhall I do to 
obtain the Favour of God? I ſay, 
believe him favourable unto thee, 
freely for his own ſake. But here 
the poor Soul will objet and ſay, 


Alas ! ſhould I believe that heve not. 


one jot of Goodneſs in me; nay more, 
that have all manner of Evil jn me? 
I anſwer, Thou haſt as much 1n thee 
as God requires at thy hands, to 
precede his Love, to go before his 
Reconciliation. If te bad ſaid he 


could 


of God to Mas. 63 
could not love thee before ſuch and 
ſuch Conditions , then thou mighteſt 
have had cauſe to diſtruſt his Love. But 
thou haſt ſeen his Love to Man, even 
dead in Treſpaſles and Sins:He came to- 


callſinners,not righteous to repentance * _ : 


Come to him empty of all Goodnels, 
and partake of his Fulneſs: Come to 
him hungry, and he ſhall fill thee; 
thirſty, and he ſhall ſarisfie thee. O 
what Injury do we unto the Grace 
of God, in that we imagin God to 
be like unto ſome niggardly Man, 


who will not bid us welcome to his 


Houſe, unleſs we bring outC oft wittt 
us: The Lord looks. for nothing at 
our hands to obtain his Favour : Come. 
unto him naked, and he ſhall cloath 
thee. But the poor Soul will yet ob- 
je& further, and fay, My caſe is yet 
worſe than you perceive; for I am 
not only void of Goodneſs, I am nut 
only full of Filthineſs and Abomina- 
tion , but which is worſt of all, L 
cannot leave my Sins, I cannot for- 
ſake my Whoredoms and Drunken- 
neſs. How oft have 1 vow?d, how oft 
have I promis*d, yea, how oft haye 1 
wojnz 3o forſake my Sins, and yet all 
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In vain? I have returned with the 
Dog to the Vomit, and with the 


waſhed Sow, to wallow in the Mire ? 
What ſay you to my caſe? If I ſhould 
Now come unto Chriſt, would he bid 
me welcome ? If. I ſhould believe God 
loving unto me, would it not be the 
greateſt Sin unto me? Muſt not 1 


forſake and leave my Sins, before I 


believe? Muſt not I caſt out the rubbiſh 


out of my Soul, before Chriſt will love. 
me? Muſt I not firſt be watered and. 


cleanſed, before Chriſt will ſhew. any 


favour unto me. Although the anſwer 


to this Objection do properly be- 
long unto the ſecond thing to be ſhews- 


ed; (namely) Man's Reconciliation. 
F ta God, yet | will ſpeak ſomething. 
- AndlIdeſire thee totry one concluſion, 


to. come unto Chriſt firſt, and leave 


thy Sins afcerward ;. get power from. 
him to forſake thine Iniquities. This: 


is the Reaſon why thy Labour hath 
been 1n vain, becauſe thou haſt gone 


the wrong way to work, that is, to- 


mortifie thy Sin firſt, and to come to 
Chriſt afterwards. Now how is it 
poſlible thou ſhouldſt mortifhe thy Sin, 
before. thou believeſt in his' Name, 
when. 
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. | when whatſoever is not of Faiths Sin ? 
| Doſt thou think to caſt out rubbiſh 


without him? Doſt thou think to 
bind the ſtrong Man by thine own 
Power ? Thou art deceived. Wouldſt 
thou mortifhe thy Sin? See the Or- 
der of the Holy Ghoſt ,, Col. 3. x5. 
Mortifie therefore your Members which © 
are upon the Earth, Fornication, &C.= 
Therefore, wherefore, fee vel. 1, if ye 
be riſen with Chriſt , ſeek thoſe things 
that are above, Firſt riſe with Chriſt, 
and then mortifie, See the Example of 
Mary, who had ſeven Devils in her, 
ſhe doth not ſay, If 1 could caſt out 
my Devils, then | would come to Chriſt; 
but ſhe cometh and bringeth her ſeven 
Devils with ker, and the Lord caſteth 
them out every one for her. Do thou 
Itkewiſe bring thy Sins with thee, and 
let him caſt them out for thee. If 
thou ſay, if 1 were waſhed, then IT. 
could believe, then I could come bold- 
ly to him ; I ask thce, who ſhould waſh 
thee? I ſay, come unto him foul, and 


| he ſhall make thee clean. Poth not he 


call alt that labour, and are heavy laden, 
Matth. 11. 28. the Burden and Load 


is Sin. He douth not ſay, Lay down 
Your 
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» 6 _ 
of Fl 


"66 Reconciliation 
your Burden firſt, and then come un- 
ro me; but come unto me laden, and1 
will give you relt. 

But you wall ſay, is it not written, 
that neither Formicators, nor [dolaters, 
nor Adulterers, nor effeminate Perſons, 
&c. ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God, 
x1 Cor. 6. 9, 10.: Agz:in, 1s 1t not writ- 
ten, Wit hout Holineſs, no Man ſhall ſee 
God, Heb. 12. 14. Ts ſee God, and to 
inherit the Kingdom of God, are nothing 
elſe, but to believe in God, and his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt. Butthis you ſee can- 
not be without Holineſs, therefore I 
muſt have Holineſs firſt, before I can 
believe. I anſwer, the Text ſaith not 
ſo; but, wirhour Holineſs no 71an ſhall 
fee God, If I ſhould ſay, without cat- 
ing and drinking no Man can live ; 
wouldſt thou preſently conclude, that 
I muſt eat and drink before I be alive ? 
When Senſe will tell thee I myſt be 
alive, before I can eat and drink. Yet 
this is thy arguing, Without Holineſs 
no Man ſhall ſee God; therefore we 
muſt have Holineſs before we can ſee 
God. When it is evident, we muſt 
ſee God before we can have Holineſs ; 
for, whatſoever is not of Faith, i Sin, 
«m9R 


LI IEG. EC ig. LEG ad ad ov ©... ml 7 


Td" at my "5 ©.4 Fs 4 ks oo and — *— 2 
of God to Man. 67 * 


un. | Rom. 14+ 23- But the meaning of the 
nd 1; Place is, that Chriſt will not only purge 
the Conſcience, but the Convyerſa- 
tion alſo of all ſach as come to him, 
that is, believe in his Name; and that 
'] a reformed Converſation ſhall (though 
not go before) yet accompany a clear 
apprehenſion of the Grace of God in 
I ſee Chriſt Jeſus. 
And thus we give an anſwer unto 
that other Portion of Holy Scripture, 
his | Fornicators ſhall not inherit the King- 
dom of GOD; not that it is tobe 
thought, that Men mult firſt mortifie 
their Sins, before they can come to 
the Kingdom of God ; but that entring 
2; | 12ro the Kingdom of God, the Lord 
would youchſaſe unto them power tq 
reform their Lives. And that this is 
the true ſence of the place, is plain by . 
the 11th Verſe : Such were ſome of youy 
be | but ye are waſbed, but ye are ſanttified, 
but ye are juſtified in the Name of the 
fs | Lord Feſws, and by the Spirit of our 
a | God. They were ſach uprul they were 
waſh'd; and how were they waſh'd ? 
& | even in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, 
.. | and by the Spirit of our God, When 
" | the Buyers; and Sellers had prog” 
| ne 
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ned the Temple, the Lord doth not 


ſtay while ſome body had caſt them | 


out, and then go into the Temple 
afterwards, but he enters into the 
Temple tirſt, and making a Scourge 
of ſmall Cords, he drove them all 
out of the Temple, Fohz 2. 15. 

- So fareth it with the Temple of thy 
Body, that 1s prophaned with Stn, 
and thy Conſcience that is defiled 
with Iniquity. Thou muſt not think 
' that thy Couſcience muſt be waſhed 

firſt, and then the Lord to enter after- 
wards; but the Lord muſt firſt enter, 
and waſh thee, and purge thee by his 
Blood , which purgerh the Conſcience 
from dead Works , to ſerve the living 
God, Heb. 9g. 14, Therefore thou com- 
plaineſt thon canit not leave thy Sins ; 
I fay, thon hadſt the more need to be- 
heve in Chriſt, that thou mizherſt 
have power to forſake them. But, 

Poor Soul, thou doſt obj:C& further, 

and fay, I have been an Extortioner, 

a Grinder of the faces of the Poor, a 

Thief, a Purloiner ; and what, ſhall I 

venture: to believe in Chriſt hefore I 

have made reſtitution and fatisfa ion 
to them whom I have wronged? Are 
we 


ve as 42a Wn, ft yo AA WwaicHmv9 > Ye HY 


OR Y RO ty 4 eat. DOA a_ = 


of God to Man, 6g © 


| we not taught of the Father, Nor re- 
. mittitur peccatum, niſs reftituatur obla-. 


rum ; without reſtitution no remiſſion ? 

I anſwer firſt, Theregte many things 
that are well ſpokeu by the Fathers in 
one ſenc, which are perverſly applied 
in another. This Sentence is true in 
reſpe& of Reconciliation of Man to 
Man; but not true in reſpect of God 
to Man, or Man to God. As when a 


; Man ſhall by a lawful Church be for 


Extortion excommunicated,the Church 
ought not to receive him again until 
reſtitution be made. And thus may 
wein good ſence underſtand other Paf- 
ſages of the Fathers, which are other- 
wiſe perverſly applied by themſelves 
and others. Wilt thou deſerve pardon 
(faith * Ambroſe) waſh away thy Sins by 
Tears. This is good in my firſt ſence 
of Reconciliation of Man to Man, as 
when the Church ſhall excommunicate 
an Offender, and he ſhall humble him- 
ble himſelf with Tears in his Eyes, he 
ought again to be received. But to 
apply [this as a means to reconcile 
God to Man, there can be nothing more 
abominable. | | 


Thus 
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Thus nwch by the way, to give thee 

warning of the groſs applications which 
are made out of the Fathers, by thoſe 
which underſtand not what they ſay, 
But to anſwer thy Doubt: Thou fear- 
eſt to-believe, becauſe thou haſt not 
made reſtitution. I ſay, believe firſt, 
make. reſtitution afterward ; for this, 
.we have an example beyond all excepti- 
on, Luke 19. 8. Zacheus ſtood forth 
and faid unto the Lord, Behold, Lord, 
the half of my Goods I give to the Paor, 
and if I have taken any thing from any 
Man, by falſe accuſation, I reſtore him 
fourfold. If we look back to to 6th 
Verſe, there we ſee that Zachers recei- 
ved Chbr:ſt joyfully. Zacheue was an 
Arch-publican, Verl. z. a Man that was 
a Sinner, Verſ. 7. yet this Ser, this 
Arch-publican 'received - Chriſt firſt, 
(not into his Houſe only, but into his 
Heart alſo) and then he makes reſtitu- 
tion afterward: Goand do likewiſe ; 
thou ſeeſt the abundant Grace of God 
above and beyond all Obſtacles: If thou 
canſt believe, thou needſt not fear, 
though thou haſt been never ſo ſinful. 


Thus much for the Fourth Applica- 
tion. Appl:- 


' of God to Man. Tr -- 
Applicat. 5. 


The Fifth : 1f God be ſo freely re- | 
conclled to us, how ought we to be 
eaſhe to be entreated to be reconci- 


- [led one to another? The Lord ſlow to 


Wrath, and full of Compaſſion and Lo» 
ving kindneſs. Take we heed that 
we be not full of Wrath, and ſlow to 
Compaſſion. God is reconciled to us 
before we ask; how much more ought 
we to be reconciled to thoſe that have 
offtended us, and ſay, Forgive us ? Oh 
that we had ſo much Charity in us, as 
to bear one with another, the ſtronger 
with the weaker, that unhappy Diffe- 
rences might have an end. Secondly, 
I; God thus freely reconciled to us > Oh 


| [let us be intreated to be recopciled un- 


to him : Which is the Second General 
| have to ſhew unto you, What zt #5 for 
Manto be reconciled to God. 
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M AN to G O D. 


RY 
HENRY DENN:? 


V, Efore I cnter to ſpeak of ans 
"Reconciliation typ GOD, itis 
s ncceſfſary that I premiſe a 
dS Qiltinction, and ſhew you a 
twofold Reconciliation, ſet out un- 
lo us in the Scripture : 
1. Originas. 
2. Aft aal. 


Bear with the Terms; I confeſs they 
are not altogether fo fit as I _ 
with : But peroore thought fit 

D os 
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lel this Diſtinction unto another, 
uſed by Divines of Original and 
Aftual Sin. Original Reconciliation is 
wrought withour us by another - Per- 
fon, yet for us: You may call it 
the Reconciliation of our Nature. 
Afual Reconciliation is wrought with- 
in us, although not by our own Power, 
This you. may call the Reconcilia- 
tion of our Perſons or Conſcicices, 
the one being the Reconciliation of 
our Nature to God; the other the 
manifeſtation of that , and the pre- 
miſed Reconciliation to our Souls: 
That this 1s not an unneceſſary Di- 
ſtintion , you ſhall find by compa: 
ring ſome Scriptures together : The 
firſt is Rom. 5. 10. When we were 


Enemies, we were 7cconciled to God Ul 


the Death of his Sen. Again, Eph. 2 

16. That he might recontils both un- 
to God into cone "Body by the Croſs, 
having ſlain the Enmity thereby, Col. 1. 
12. 2t. Thirdly, conſider what is 
WLItten, 2 Cor. 5.18, 19. All things 
are of God, who bath reconciled 74 to 
himſelf by Teſs Chriſt, and hath given 


unto us the Miniſt: 'y of Seconciliation: 
” 


uſe theſe Terms, that I might paral- 


Of Max to God. 


ciling the World unto himſelf, not im- 
puting their Treſpaſſes unto them, Now 
compare we theſe three places fore- 
mentioned, with that which -we find 
2 Cor. 5.20: We are Ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you 
by 5, we pray you in ChrijPs ſtead, 
be ye reconciled unto God: In the 
former places the Apoſtle told us 
we were reconclled j and in this place 
he beſcecheth us to be reconciled : 
For to take up this. difference, 1 fay, 
that 1n the former he ſpeaketh of our 


*[Orzginal Reconciliation , WICIeIn Our 


Nature was reconciled to God by Chrift; 


*|in the ſecond, I ſay, he ſpeaketh of our 


altual Reconciliation, whercin our Cons 
ſciences become reconciled to God,thro?. 
the apprehenſion of the Reconcilia- 


-Jtion which Chriſt hach wrought for 
"JUS. 


Firſt of all I muſt ſpeak of our 
And there I 


Original Reconciliation. 


ſlay down this Propoſition, That we 


were reconciled to God by the 
Death of his Son, without any pre- 
vious Conditjons in us, Or perfor- 
med by us. You ſce 1t 1s the a& 
of Chriſt upd tlie Croſs, it was 

| D 2 done 
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4 i. 


|to wit, that God was in Chrift recon- 
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Nature upon him, We are ſaid to d 
that which he did, and to have that 
done upon us which wa: done upon him 
As in the firſt 4dam we all ſinned 
before we were, or had committed 
any atual Tranſgreſſion : So in the 
Second Adam we were reconciled, 
As by one Mans Diſobedience many 
were made Sinners; ſo by the Obedience 
of one, ſhall many be made Righteous, 
Rom. 5.19. I ſay we are ſaid to do 
that which he did, as ro be buried 
with Chriſt, by Baptiſm into Death, 
Rom. 6.4. We are ſaid to: be cruct- 
fied with Cs as our old Man i 
crucified with him, Rom. 6. 6. to be 
dead and alive with him. Recho 
ye alſo your ſelves to be dead in- 
deed unto Sin, but alive unto Gol 
through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, Rom. 
6.11. We are faid to be riſen with 
bim, Colofſ. 3. x. which is elegantly 
fet forth by the Prophet Hoſea, 
ſpeaking of the Reſurre&ion of Chrif, 
He ſpeaketh on this wiſe : After ew 
"days he will revive us, and the third 
Any he will raiſe us up, and we ſhal 
live 


done by his Death: The Lord Chrif| 
being a common Perſon , taking our|j; 


brif 
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EF 
hue in his fight, Hoſ. 6.2. Yet mores 
we are ſaid to be placed together in 
heavenly Places with him, Eph. 2. 5,6. 
This is that which I call Original 
Reconciliation. Whereby we ſee that 
not only God was reconciled unto 


05, bub alſo that our Nature was re- 
conciled unto God by the Death of 
his Son, without any Condition, oz 
Qualification wrovght in us. Thus 
much for our Original Reconcilia- 
tion. Now follows our: Acnal Re- 
conciliation; to wit, the Manifeſta= 
ton of God*s Reconciliation to us, 
and of the Reconciliation of our Ng- 
ture to God in {ſus Chriſt. Here I 
hy down this Propoſition : fans 
Atftual Reconciliation to God, requireth 
previous Conditions and Qualifications 
to be wrought in Man by the Spirit of 
God, before Ian can be attually re- 
conciled to God , or God's Reconcitta-s 
tion manifeſted unto him. Although 
this Propoſition need no Proof, in 


f.|regard that. the World fo far doteth 


on Conditio.:s, that they will hardly 
admit God to be reconciled to Many. 


without Performances in Man : Sure- 
ly much l:{s will they think it 
D 3 poſſible 


E Kingdom of God, John 3.5. Except a 


* doth not ſay, that except ye eat the 
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Poſlible that fan ſhould be reconciled 
#nto God, without ſomething wrought 
in Man; yet for our better under- 
ſtanding, I will ſhew you the Proof 
of this, by certain Texts: As, Ex- 
cept a Man be born of Water , and of 
» the Spirit, he cannot enter ento the 


Alan be born again , he cannot ſee the 
Kingdom of God, Verſ. 3. To enter 
into, and to ſee the Kingdom of 
God, is that which I call Reconcilia- 
tion to God: To know the Favour 
and Love of God towards us in 
Chriſt, requires you ſee the Condi- 
tion of being born again of Water 
and of the Spirit, which 1s (not to be 
baptized as the Papiſts would have 
it) but to have ſuch Fruits and Af- 
fetts of God's Spirit wrought in ms, 
as purifie the Heart, as Water doth 
the Body. Secondly , Except ye eat 
the Fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink 
his Bloud, you have no Life in you, 
Tohn 6. 53. Mark, 1 pray you, he 


Fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink 
his Blond, ye have no Life in God, 


or in Chriſt; but ye have no Life 
| in 


of Man to God. 79 
in you. Now you ſee we muſt eat 
the Fleſn of Chriſt, and drink his Bloud, 
or e'ſe we can have no Life in mm. Tb 
eat his Fleſn, and to drink his Bloud, 
13 to believe in him, to have Life 
i: yOu, Is to know God's Favour 
1a Jeſus Chriſt, as much as if he 
ſhoald ſay, except ye b:lieve, ye can- 
not know Gol's Favour to you in 
Jeſus Chriſt. Unto this we may add 
12 tie third place: Except ye repent, 
ye [nal al likewiſe periſh, Luke 13. 3, 
Aud to this place we may alſo refer 
£120 Dpisce of which we had occaſion to 
#5xak ſomewhat before ; Without Ho- 
neſs ns Alan ſhall ſee God, Heb, 12. 
14. not only that Holinefs 1s concomi- 
tant or Companion of our ſecing of 
God , but that Faith being a part of- 
(yea ihe ſirſt Fruits of Holineſs) is that 
whereby the Soul is brought ta the ſight 
of God in Feſers Chriſt, But Iam not 
willing to ſpend time in larger proof, 
though you cannot but perceivel might 
be very Jarge herein, but I will for 


your b-tter underſtanding. confine my 


ſelf, and go on to ſhew you in parti- 
cular, whar Cond:trons are required in 
us, before we can be reconciled to God, 

= BI-4 And. 


*o Reconciliation 
- And here I have occaſion, for the bet- 
ter explaining of this, to commend 
unto you three ſorts. of Conditions, 


I. Antecedent. 
2, Preſent. 
3. Conſequent. 


Antecedent Conditions IT call thoſe 
which are neceſlarily preſuppoſed in 
us, before we can ſubmit unto God, 
or be reconciled unto him. They are 
ſuch Conditions as may be ſeperated 
from reconciliation in time, yea, 
they are ſuch Conditions, as are, and 

may be in them which are not recon- 

ciled, nor yet ever ſhall be: ſo that 
they are proper, Omniby, ſed non ſolis 
eleft:s, to all the Elect, but not only 
to the Elect. 

.2, Preſent Conaitions I call them, 
that £0 before reconciliation, as the 
cauſe before the cffect, yet are never 
ſeperated from reconciliation in time, 
but are indeed the very thing where- 
by the holy ſpirit of God doth recon- 
cile Man to God. 

3. Conſequent Conditions | call them, 
which do always follow Reconcjliation, 

| as 


of Man to God. TH 
tn as the Efﬀect the Cauſe, although they - © 
nd [ire inſeparable in reſpet of time. 
And 1 therefore undertake to ſpeak 
of theſe ( although the Curious may 
think me blame-worthy for tranſgreſ- 
ing the Rules of Method ) that we 
might be warned of a Rock and Shelf; 
ſ namely, rhat we do not confound theſe 
z© [Conditions together, and to take 
= thoſe for antecedent which are only con- 
» [ſequent : which to my knowledge hath 
7 made ſome Souls to make ſhipwrack 
-Q [for a time, whenas they would have 
*, [in them before they believe, ſuch 
1d [Conditions as are only cenſequents , 
N- land not antecedents of faith ; Firſt, to 
it ſpeak of Antecedent Conditions, which 
# [neceſſatily go before our reconciliati- 
ly [onto Cod : They thall be referred un- 
to two Heads, the firſt is the knowleds. 
I, [of Sin, with whatſocver is requiſite un- 
© [to the knowledge of ſin. The ſecond 
T lis the knowledge of the depth of Miſery 
2 |by Sin to be ſuch, as we can neither 
= [help our ſelves, neither is it in the 
- [power of any other Creature for ts 
helpeus : but that we are undone for c- 
» [ver in reſpe& of whatſoever we can do - 
» [or any other for us ; for until the Sout 
O — D 5 be 
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be brought to this, there is no hope 
of reconciling it unto God : for you 
muſt know , that it is meer neceſſity 
that drives us : We are by nature Za- 
ters of God, and cannot be brougnt to 
come to God in love before we perceive 
God to love us; ſuch is the malignant 
Nature of Man, that if he could make 
any ſhift in the world, he would not 
be beholding to God for help. The 
prodigal Son will never return to his 
Father ſo long as he can get Cloaths for 
his Back, and Meat for bis Belly elſe- 
phere ; but when he is brought to that 
paſs that he would fain have fied his 
Belly with Husks which the ſwine did 
eat, and no Man gave unto him, Luke 
I5. 16. Then he is contented, to think 
of ſubmitting to his Father, but not 
before, if he could have got a Living 
dy keeping of Hogs, he would not have 
returned. Tus is it with Man fo long 
as he1s In any hope to cſcape Miſery 
any other way, there is no hope of 
his returning to God. They that be 
whole need not the Phyſician, but they 
that are ſich, Mat. g. 12. 

The Phariſee thinketh himſelf able 
to eſtabliſh his own Righteouſueſs : and 


therefore 


£ 
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therefore he will not ſu9 mit to che Righ- 
teorſneſs of God, Rom. 10.- 3, He 
cares n9t a pin for Chriſt, he is whole; 
he cares not for the Phyſician. If a=. 
2y man will come after ne, let him deny 
himſelf and take up his Croſs daily and 
follow me, Like 9. 23, No Man can 
follow Chriſt except he deny himſelf, 
bis own Righteouſneſs and holineſs; 
would you knowa rcaſon under the de- 
terminate Counſel of God why the 
Publicans and Harlots received Chriſt, 
but the holy Phariſees rejected him, 
(a true Pattern of our days :) the Pha- 
riſees thought themſelves able to ſtand 
upon their own Legs ; they were alive 
in their Conceits, and for them: to 
hear of Righteouſneſs in another, was 
too great a diſparagement unto them 
3nd their Holineſs; when the Publicans 
and Strumpets, being convinced of Sin, 
3nd having no Righteouſneſs of their 
own, they are contented to accept It 
upon any terms. A rich Man, he 
ſometimes {corneth a Gift, and faith 
nay, but I will buy it, I will Give fa- 
tisfattion for it * but the poor naked 
Man is g!ad to receive what he want- 
eth, Thus before the Soul o'Mn be 

| | brought 
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brought to be reconciled unto God, it 
is neceſſaty that it ſee it ſelf a ſinful 
Creature; yea ſo finful, That neither 
crying nor howling can waſh it away ; yea 
fo ſinfull, that no correttion or amend- 
ment of Life is able to make ſatisfatti« 
07, 

Thus far of the antecedent Condi- 
tions; which, as I ſaid before, are 
Proner to all; but not only to them 
that are reconciled to God : For theſe 
that I have ſhewed hitherto, may be 
found in the not Reconciled, even as 
in the Reconciled ; yea, in the Repro- 
bate, even as in the Elect: The ſe- 
cond ſort of Conditions are preſent, 
which go before Reconciliation , as 
the Cauſe before the Eff:& ; but is ne- 
ver ſeparated from it; as being the 
thing I ſay, whereby the holy Spirit 
of God doth acually reconcile the Soul 
to God. Of this ſort I find but one 
only Condition; namely, of faith, or 
Believing. Here are two things to be 
pondered : The firſt, Thar without be- 
bieving, the Soul (remaining in the Bo- 
dy) cannet be reconciled unto God, The 
ſecond, That by believing, the Soul 
1s actually jxeconciled unto God. For - 
the 


of Man to God. 8 


the firſt, it 1s proved : He that beliey- 
eth not the Son, ſhall not ſce Life , but 
the Wrath of God abideth on him, Fohn 
3. 36. To be reconciled to God, is 


to ſee Life, therefore he that beliey- 


eth not, ſhall not be reconciled to God : % 
But the apprehenſion of the Wrath of # 
God ſhall rorment his wakened Con- 7 
ſcience. He that belicveth not, ſhall 
not ſee Life ; he ſhall fee nothing but 
wrath. Secondly, He that believeth 
not God, hath made him a Lyar, 1 fobn 
5. 10. That is, hathaccounted him _ 
a Lyar. Now, who can find in his 

Heart to be reconciled to a Lyar ? 
Whereby it is plain, that without, or 
before Faith, Man cannot be reconcil 
ed unto God. For the ſecond, that 
by believing, the Soul becomes to be 
reconciled unto God: 1s proved; He 
that hath received his Teſtimony, hath 
ſet to hus Seal that God is true, John 3. 
33. As many a received him, to them 
he grave Power to become the Sons of Gd, 
even to them that believe on his Name, 
Fohn 1. 12. Whoſoever believeth, 
hath power to cry, Abba Father. And 
to this place, we refer that known 
Text, Rom. 5. 1. Therefore being ju- 
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tified by faith, we have peace with God 
throu:h our Lord Feſus Chriſt, And 
this is the proper Office of faith, (as 
It juſtifieth) to reconcile the Soul and 
Conſcience unto God, and to make us 
at peace with him, by aſſuring us of 
his favour, and Good will towards 
us, in Jeſus Chriſt, manifeſted, in 
that God gave his only Son to he a 
Propittation for our Sins, and to fatis- 
fie whatſoever the Juſtice of God re- 
quired at his hands. And this is our 
receiving of Chriſt, our putting on of 
Chriſt, and our living by Faith Gifwe 
take faith for beleeving.) And thus 
much of the {ſecond condition which is 
preſent: Now follows the third fort of 
Conditions,which are conſequent unto - 
our Reconciliation, and things that ac- 
company our ſalvation. Thele Condi- 
tions are firſt, Joy in the Foly Gheſe. 
Secondly, Love to God and ni Church. 
Thirdly, AVow ebedience:n neweſs of 
Spirit, and not inoldneſs of tne Letter. 
Firſt, Foy inthe Holy Gro, IS 2 ne- 
ceſlary Conſcquent, and an inſepata- 
ble Companion to our reconciliation 
by Faith; as appeats by that which 
* hath been ſpoken before, touching joy- 
| ing in bclicying , with zoy Wſpeengole 
3 an 
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and full of glory. And indeed, how 

can It be that it ſhould be otherwiſe ? 
can the Men of this World hear of 
great poſleſſions fallen unto. them , 
without joyfulneſs ? How then 1s it poſ- ;} 
ſible, that the Children of the Living $ 
God, can come to the apprehenſion 4 
of the Fatherly Love of God in Chriſt, * 
but they muſt needs fing a mew Song, | 
yea, break, forti) into ſinging, and Cry a= 
loud, with the bleſſed Virgin, ſaying, 
My Soul doth magnifie the Lord, and my 
Spirit hath rejoyced in God my Saviour, 
Luke 1.46,47. If 1 could this day bring 
yuu happy tydings of reconciliation 
between King and Parliament, (which 
the God of Heaven effect,) what joy 
would this work in the Hearts of eve- 
ry Man here preſent ? How much more 
ſmall the tydings -of eternal Peace by 
Jeſus Chrilt, affect the Soul with ex- 
traordinary comfort. Here what the 
Lord ſpaks concerning the new Jeru- 
filem; God ſtatl wipe away all Tears 
from their eyes, and there ſhall be no 


more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, } 


&c. Rev. 21. 4. Let others think 
what they will; I tirmly believe the 
New YJeruſalem to be the glorious } 

Kingdom 
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” Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, which 7s 
' righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the 
holy Ghoſt) advanced in the Conſcj- 
- ence: And hither alſo are to be refer- 
. red thoſe glorious things that are ſpo- 
& ken of the City of our God, by the 
& Goſpel Prophet, in theſe words, The 
: ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return and 
come to Sion with Songs, and everlaſt- 
ing joy upon their heads ; they ſhall ob- 
tain joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow and 


is the promiſe of our Saviour, Your 
' ſorrow ſhall be turned #nto joy, John 16. 
20. This is the office of the Holy 
Ghoſt, To be the Comforter , to ſpeak, 
peace and joy unto his People. And 
* therefore amongſt the ſundry precious 
- Gifcs, which are declared to be the 
- Fruits of Gods Spirit, Foy, 1s not the 

leaft, Gal. 5. 22. This alſo is the Lot 
and Inheritance of the Saints of God : 
for weread not of any Converts in the 
Scripture, bat wealſo read of the joy 
of Gods Spirit repleniſhing their ſouls : 
| They, (even they ) who were pricked 
In their Hearts, and knew not what 
+ fodo, do not eat rheir meat with glad- 
© neſs and ſingelneſs of Heart, AGs 2. 

| | 46, 


ſughing ſhall fly away, Tfay 35. 10. This 
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of Manx to God. 89 
46. The Eunuch returncth rejoycing , 
Acts 8. 39. Samaria's Converſion cau- 
ſeth great joy in that City, As 8. 8. 
Burt why do I ſtay on particulars ? 
Let us hear the Apoſtle for all ; We al- 
ſo joy in God through our Lord Feſus 
| Chriſt, by whom we have now received 
the atonement, Rom. 5.11. We rejoyce 
in the hope of the Glory of God: And 
more, we Gbry ia tribulation alſo, Verſe 
\2. 3. Can the Sun be without his 
{ Light? can the fire be without heat ? 
| Then alſo may the called of God, the 
{ reconciled to the Father, be without 
ljoy and peace in believing. Can a 
Man ſtop the ebbing or flowing of the 
Water? then may the Souls of the re- 
| conciled to God be deprived of thoſe 
flouds of Comforts, which flow from 
| Fountains of Comforts, into the ſub- 
{ j:@t of Comforts, the Souls of the Peo- 
ple recorciled to God. This 1s the 
firſt effect of Reconciliation, Joy, and 
Peace. The ſccond follows; which 
is, Love to God: Love 1s alſo an in- 
ſ{cparable conſequent of Mans Recon- 
ciliation : Can Man behold the Beauty 
cf God, and the Glory of his Face in 


Jeſus Chriſt? - And the Sovl not be 
| raviſhed 
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Taviſhed with Love. See the love of 
the recunciled to God, in that Gar- 
den of ſweet Expreſſions, the Book of 
C:nticles, Stay me with flagons, Com- 
fort me with apples, for 1 am ſich with 
Love, Cant. 2.. 5. The love of the 
reconciled to God, it 1s a great love: 
Many 'ins are fargsven ber. for ſhe loved 
much, Luke. 7. 47. A love tzking great 
 delighr and contentment in the object 

beloved : My beloved u white and ru: 
dy. the chiefeſt among ten thouſand, His 


Head is as the moſt fine Gold, hs Locks 


are buſhy, and black as a Raven , hi: 
Mouth w moſt ſweet , he is altogeti;er 
lovely, Cant. 5. 10. &c. Again, it 
1s a reſtleſs Love, that can find no con- 
tent, can take no reſt (no not in her 
bed) if the may not enjoy the preſence 
of her Beloved. By night on my bed 
ſought him whom my Soul loved, 1 ſought 
him .,, but I found him not; I will riſe 
n0w and go-about the City, &'c, Cant. 
3- I, 2. That this Love is an inſe- 
perable conſequent, a daiiy cqmpant- 
on of Man's reconciliation tb God, 
wil be plain, when we ſhall ſee how 
the Holy Ghoſt, deſcribing unto us 


the Called of God, ſcetteth them ory 
y 


_— 


. of Man to _ R—— 


by this token of lowe unto Almighty God: 
Eye hath not ſeen, nor eare hath act 
heard, @&c. the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him, 1 


Cor. 2. 9. We know that all things © 
work together for cood to them that love . þ 


God, Rom. 8. 28. This Ornament of 
Love 1s like the Garment of divers Co- 
lonrs, with which all the Kings Daugh- 
ters, which were Virgins.,, were ap- 
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parelled,, 2 Sam. 13. 18. If a Wo-: 


men be ſcen in the ſtreets without a 
party-coloured garment, it is con- 
cluded, that ſhe 1s cither none of the 
Kings Daughters, or at leaſt no Vir- 
gin: ſo is this Ornament of Love (I 
ſay) that thing, wherewith all the Peo- 
ple of God, reconciled to him , are 
adorned ; if we ſee a Soul altogether 
ſtript of this ornament, we conclude, 
They are not in the number of Gods 
People ; or tt leaſt not reconciled. 
Therefore the Holy Ghoſt concludes ; 
He that loveth not , knoweth mot God , 
1 John 4.8. And as on the affirmative, 
pronounceth, Grace be oa all them that 
love our Lord Feſus Chriſt, in ſimcerity, 
Eph. 6. 24. So alſo on the negative, 
If any Man love not the Lord Feſus 


Chriſt, 


-_ 
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Chrift, let him be Anathema Maranatha, 
I Cor. 16. 22. Thus you fee the 
conſequents of our reconciliation, inſe- 
parably conjoyned together, ſo that 
no Creature ſhall be able to put them 
aſunder: you have ſeen Peace to the 
Brethren, and Love, with Faith from 
God the Father, and the Lord Feſus 
Chrift, Eph, 6. 23. The third con- 
ſequent is new obedience in newneſs of 
the Spirit: Ag Peace, and joy » and 
love follow, and attend upon Faith, 
ſo is new Obedience an attendant of 
Love. This is the Love of God, that 
we keep his Commandments, 1 Joh. 5. 
3. If you love me keep my Commanad- 
ments, Joh. 14. 15. If a man love me, 
he will keep my words, Verſe. 23. This 
is that which I had occaſion to ſpeak 
of before, that the Holy Spirit of God 
doth not only cleanſe the Conſcience, 
but in ſome meaſure the Converſation 
alſo: This is that which I ſaid before, 
” "Without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee God, 
-.. and Drunhards ſball not inherit the 
E Kingdom of God: I ſay again, that 
* Chriſt entring into the Soul, ſhall 
- drive out whatſoever is prophane, and 
-- draw up the Soul by the Cords of Love 
2 unto 
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| unto new Obedience: And to this 


. 92 


place we refer hatred of Sin, love of 


- Vertue, a godly Sorrow for Tranſ- 


greſſion committed, revenge upon our 
ſelves, for the things that are paſt, , 
anda jealous Care for that which is to 
come. But of theſe particularly I can- 
not ſpeak; for as Rome was not built 
on a day, ſa neither can it be pulPqd : 
down in an hour (I mean the DodGrine - 
of Rome.) And here I would have made 
an end of ſpeaking of the Conſequents 
of our Reconciliation, but that I fear 
the timorovus Soul will be ready to ſay, 
In thus faying you have filled my Heart 
with ſorrow: The Conſequents of 
our Reconciliation being laid down, 
I confeſs they are true; but alas, when 
[ caſt an eye back upon mine own Soul, 
I find my joy and comfort little, my 
Love to be leſs than my Joy; and my 
Obedience to be leaſt of all. This, 
this puts my Heart in fear, and makes 
my Soul to tremble, I anſwer, what 
is it that thou feareſt, O thou of lit- 
tle Faith ? Thou anſwereſt, thou art 
afraid, that God is not thy God, that 
he is not reconciled unto thee: See 
thy crrour , theſe things cannot be 
ſigns 


- thee; but they are ſigns, that thou 
art not fully reconciled unto God, 
| bur that thy Farth is weak like the bul- 
-., Tuſh, that thy Foy is as little as thy 
Faith, and that thy Love and Obe- 
dience 18 as imperfect as thy Foy. Mea- 
ſure not the reconciliation of God to 
thy Soul, by the perfection of thy o- 
vedience ; for in ſo doing thou plung- 
eſt thy Soul into miſerable Donbts. But 
ſeeing the imperfection, not of Gods 
Reconciliation to thee, but of thy Re- 
conciliation to God, cry thou unto 
the Throne of Grace, Lord increaſe 
my Faith, and make my Love and O- 
bedience, my Joy, and Peace, to a- 
bound more and more, throng the 
Spirit of our God, and the Grace of 
cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And thus 
| have II now done with the antecedent, 
+ the preſent, and conſeqent Conditions, 
of our Reconciliation to God. The 
next thing. that I intend, is to make 
Application. 

It hath heen hitherto mine endea- 
vour, to declare unto you the myſterie 
+ of ſalvation, and to imitate the sk1l- 
full Limner , to give unto every —_ 

an 
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and part, not only his due proporti- 


| on, but alſo his due place, and not to 
| {ct the Head where the foot ſhould be, 


or the foot where the Head: 1 may 
peradventure to many ſeem guilty of 
that Crime which was laid 2gainſt the 
Apoſtle, to turn the World upſice 
down, and to place that in the bot- 
tom, which others make the top of 
the building, and to ſet tnat upon 
the roof, which others lay for a Foun- 
dation : But TI ſubmit my ſelf to the 
Judgment of the Word : Conſider we 
what hath been ſpoken, of Gods re- 
conciliation to us without all Condi- 
tions; of our reconciliation to God, * 
Original and actual: and now let us 
ſee, if theſe Diſtintions be fonnded 
( as it is, before proved ) upon the 
Holy Scriptures; of the Propliets 
and Apoſtles, whether they be not 
blameworthy that make no difference 
at all between theſe two, but con- 
founding Heaven aud Earth together, 
the Creature with the Creator, do 


| moſt abſurdly apply thoſe things which 


are Antecedents, or Cauſes of our 
reconciliation untoGod,to be Cauſes of 
God's Reconciliation unto us, drawing 
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a Vail before the free Grace of God, 

and keeping the Soul from ietling 
upon a ſure Foundat on. The Lord 
complained of the Prophers of old 
(the falſe Prophets) that they pxdled | 
the Waters with their Feet, When | 
Water is pudled, it is not Water ; | 
but Water and Dirt mingled roges- | 
ther: In a Puddle no Man can diſ- 
cern whether it be deep or ſhallow : 
Water is DoArine; Pudling is con- | 
founding of Things together, with- | 
out diviſion or ſeparation: O that | 
our Days were free from this Com- | 
plaint! O ye Paſtors of the Lord's | 
Flock, that feed his Heritage, be you | 
contented to bear the Word of Ad- | : 
monition,, from the mecaneſt of the | 

Servants of God. Look back opon | 
the Waters, that ye have made the ' 
Heritage of the Lord to drink : Con- | © 
ſider the Paſtures which you have ſet | q 
before them: Have you not made ; t 
the Lord's Sheey become a Prey | 
(ſometimes to Preſumption, ſometimes | 

to) Deſpair) by your DoArine ? Have | 


! 
F 


( 
2 


you not made the Souls of the Righ- | © 

teous ſad, and the Soul of the Wic- | © 

ked to rejoice? Conſider your ways, [2 
l | 


of Man to God. "7 
ing q pray you: Have yeu not many a 
. time confounded the Coaditions of 
1d Our reconcili-tion to God, making 
le | That to be the Cauſe, which is the Et- 
fect, and that to be the EfF.t, which 


en |. t, w 
r: | Is the cauſe? Let me beſecch yol to 
ve. | Weigh theſe things, and to enderyous 


| har your Doctrine may be th 5s 
11- ; , 
the Wor ld, that It may De clez*; 535: 56 


we | Cy tal, rroceeding fr: 23; he * Th; 224 a 
the God, and of the Lamb, C.. 22. 2. 
=Y You Sheep of the Paituze © of t eciod, 

m- | the God cf his Inh<leace Lov, it 


d% | your Duty apt'y to Gittingotu theſe 
things In your own Co nſcicnccs, c at 
\q. | you may enjoy the Liightneſs Cf the 
Glory, of the Grace of God, fer up 


© 
= 


the | 

__ | In your Souls, if you ſcarch into the 

he | reaſon of your meny years Bondage, 
| 


of your miſerable Doubting, you ſaall 
<t | tind your Diſeaſe, in that which hack 
= | been ſpoken, and I hope the'Rem?voy 

| alſo : the Lord give you underſtanding. 


an | The ſecond Application » may ſhew 


fu 


| conciled, and the not reconciled : Al- 
' though both may be objects of the 
Grace of God, both beloved of the e- 
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| n2tous the diftererice, between the re- 


75 | YET Father ; ; yet ſhall you tind - 
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;  Atted with Athciſtical careleſneſs, OC | 
* at the beſt, ſitting in darkneſs and the 


Ling and plain reconciliation of many | 


Reconciliation 


a vaſt difference , if you look either 
upon their Converſations, or their 


Conſciences, The difference of Con- | 
-:ſcience is, the not reconciled, have a | 
* defiled, and polluted Conſcience ; 8 


"Conſcience that is either ſeared, and | 


ſhadow of death, ſeeing no light, Mat- 
zh. 4. 16. whenas the Conſcience of 
the reconciled, do enjoy the light of 
the Glory of God in the Face of Jeſus, 
Secondly, the Converſation of the Peo- 
ple not reconciled,is either a Converſa- 
tion polluted with Phariſaical Righte- 


ouſneſs,and blind Zeal, (for all zealous | 
Perſons are not reconciled to God) ſee- 

king to eſtabliſh its own Righteouſneſs 

In the ſight of God z or elſe a Conver- 
ſation, according to the courſe of this 
World, according to the Prince of 
the Power of the Air: z the Spirit that | a 


worketh in the Children of Diſobe- | 
dicnce; A Converſation in the Luſts | 4 


of the fleſh, fulfilling the Deſires of the 
Fleſh and of the Mind, Eph. 2. 2. 3. 
The third Application, ſheweth us | 
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an open door, for the eafic underſtan- + t! 


Dm places 


eſs 


51 hag 


of Man to God. 


ceeding different, as if.no way of re- 
conciling could be found, Let us learn 
to ciſtinguiſh, when God ſpeakerh of 
his reconciliaiion to us, and: when. 
he ſpcaketh of our reconciliatioa to- 
him. Let us learn to Ciſtinguiſh, be- 
tween the thing, and the manifeſta= 
tion of the thing ; the want of which 
GCiſtinction, breedeth an korrible cor- 
fuſion In the interpretation of Holy 
Scripture; To give an inſtance, It is 
wri:ten, Galat. 3. 26. Ye are all the 
Children of God by Faith in Feſus. 
Chriſt. It 1s written again, Gal, 4. 
6. Becauſe ye are Sons, God hath ſent 


forth the ſpirit of his Son into your 


Hearts,*crying, Abba Father. 1n this 
laſt place, the Holy Ghoſt declares 


1is | Sonſhip to be the cauſe of giving the 
of | Spirit, as alſo ke dcclarerh it to he. 
at | an eternal Grace of God, communi- 
e- | cated unto bis people , Having pre- 
ſts | deſtinated us unto the Adoption of Sons, 


he | 


by Feſus Criſt, Epn. 1. 5. But then 


' If this Þþ©. fo, how are we faid to he 
| Sons of God by Faith, &c. I anſwer, 
| the one ſpcaketh of the thing it ſelf. 


or of Gods reconciliaiion to us; The. 
other 
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Other of the manifeſtation of the thing, 
Or our reconciliation to God. Apain, | 
if the Grace of adoption be an eter- 
nal Grace, how is it ſaid, weare born | 
again by the Word? 1 Pet, 1. 23. | 
and begotten by the Word ? James 1. 18. 

I anſwer, theſe places are to be un- . 
derſtood of the manifeſtation of A- | 
doption, not of the Act of Adoption 
it {elf: And that this 1s fo, 1s plain, 
God hath begotten us again unto a live- | 
ly Hope , by the reſurreftion of Jeſus | 
Chriſt fromthe dead, 1 Pet. 1.3. A 
lively hope is the thing, unto which we | 
And that 1t is ordi- | 
nary in Scripture, to call the mani- 
feſtation of things, by the Names of 
the things themſelves , will be plain | 
by two places, (1 might bring two 
hundred ) the firſt is Ferem. 1.10. / 
have this day ſet thee over the Nation, ” 
and over the Kingdoms, to root out, to 
pat down, and to deſtroy, and to throw 
down, and to build, and toplant. How 
doth poor FJeremiah deſtroy Nati- 
ons ? Fven by ceclaring the Judge- 
ments of God in the overthrow of 
Nations. And thus doth he plant, 


of 


off Man-to God. ror © 
of God in the reſtoration of Nati- 
OS. 

The ſecond place is, Joh. 20. 23. 
Whoſe Sins ye remit, they are remitted, 
and whoſe Sins ye retain, they are re- 
tained, How do the Apoſtles remit ; 
and retain Sins, but by declaring. 3 


God's gracious remiſſion to every one-3ia 


that believeth , &c. Lo 
But ſome may object and ſay, why $ 
doth not the Lord ſpeak in plain terms?: 
I anſwer; who art thou that wilt” 
correct the Lord, and teach him to. 
ſpeak? I anſwer again, in our Savi- 
urs words, when his Diſciples ask. 


the Queſtion, IMhy ſpeakeſt thou un-- __ | 


to them in Parables? Mat, 12. 10. 
His anſwer is, Becanſe it i (ven to: 
you to know the mm ſteries of the Kingaam 
of God, but to then it 1s not civen. AS: 
as if he ſhould have faid, in reſpe&t Þ} 
of you, thzt are my People, I need: {4 
not to ſpeak more plai2; for- you Þ# 
(being taught of God) are able to un« 
derſtand tne Miſteries of the King- 
dom. In reſpect of others : Twill not 
ſpeak more plain, becauſe to them 
it 1s not given to underſtand the myſ- 
tcries of the Kingdom. Thus far for 3 
E.'3 .the -.; 
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the Applcation : I now draw to an 

_ end, only I will give you the Skelero or 

| Map cf that which hath been deliver- 

_ ed in a few words. Conlider we the 

cauſes of Gods reconcilation, as it 

- ſtands manifeſted to us in Chriſt. Sc- 

þ cody , the cauſes of our reconcilia- 
| Tion to God. 


« Efficient , God's : H. Ghojit. 
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2.Material Chrifts 2 | ntal Faith 
Righteouſneſs, = Mate- j Chriſts righ- 
2, Formal, Imputa- bs ' r1al, $ tecuſnels, 


IJ tion of Righee- Ph 5, Apprehenfſion 
ouſueſs, For- ) of Chriſt's 


G_4's Recorciliationto us, 


4. Final, God's | £ mal, Y Tighteouſneſs 
Glory, Man's ; by Faith, 
Salvation, F-36 ? Gods glory & 

) JS17 


mans conſola- 
Rang 5 tiul. 


T.. 


Conſider we the difference of theſe 
two in their Cauſes. The final c: uſe 
of Gods Reconciliation to us, i> ſal- 
.- vation ; the final cauſe of our Recon- 
ciliation to God is, Conſolation. The 
Lord fill you with his Spirit, that 
+ Theapprehention of Gods ſalvation may 
>> fill you wich eternal Conſclation. Amen. 
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The Friend to this Edition F 
hath thought weil to add 


.. Mr. Vavaſer Powell's 


PÞ 
Hh 
| = . 
; SIgNS of a 
| 
s | True Believer.. } 
bc | ! 
PW E is one that hath had : 
clear convictions of fin ;; 
ſe eſpecially his maſter. | 
le ſin, and unbelief alſo 1: 
1. © of the want and worth of Chriſt, and 
a- | of puniſhment for ſin, as the due de- ? 
ie  fert of lin, Fobn 16. 8. 
at 2. He is unbottomed and broken -: 
y off from himſelf, he hath no confidence | 
N. in himſelf (his bicth educatioa, parts, 
| performances) and beſt works are'im- . ! 
- pure : 


F Fo Sens of a Truc Beljever. 


pure in his own ſight, Phil. 3. & 3. 
Iſay 64. & 6. 

. 3. He is hardly brought to believe, 
he hardly believes that be doth believe, 
and hardly caſts away his confidence, 
© When he doth once truly believe 

4. He prayeth toGod moſt againſt 
* his deareſt 2nd maſter fin, and prai{- 
© eth God moſt when he hath power 
zgainlt it. 

5. He never repents for any ſin for- 
ſaken, or good he hath done, or Af- 
flition he hath ſuffered for Chriſt. 

6. In reading of Scripture he ob- 
ſerves what helps on his holineſs, and 
teacheth ſelf-denial, as well as what 
increaſeth knowledge. 

7, He cares not what he hath, whe- 
ther he goeth , what he ſuffers with 
Chriſt, and wichout Sin. 

8. He is one that reſolves to follow 
Chriſt through every condition , yet 
much ſuſpeRs and fears he ſhall nor be 
able to hold our. 

9. He ſeeks and prizes holynels , 
to ſerve God here, as much or more 
than happineſs hereafter. 

10. Above ll care, he bends him- 
+ felfto kecp from his Maſter Sin, 2 Sa. 
23.24» ' Ib. 


11. He neglects not his dnty though 
he knows ther's great danger in do- 
ing it, Dar. 6. 10. | 

12. He 1s one that 15 careful to lay 
in, and to get true grace in his heart 
as well as in his profeſhon like the wiſe 


Scribe, Matthew 13. and wiſe vic- i 


ons. Mat. 25. 


13. He cleaves to the Lord and fol- 4 | 


lows him in the worſt of times, when 
others forſake him, not crying Ho- 
ſannah to day, and Crucifie him to 
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14. He takes patiently and thank- 
fully the harſheſt words and the hard- 
eſt dealings from God, 1 Sa. 3. and 
18. 2 Kings 20. 9. 19, Job 1, 14. 

15. He is much affected with, and 
afflicted forthe ſufferings of the god- 
ly, and ſins of the wicked as David, 
Jerom, Lot, Paul. 

16, He 1s one that when recovered 
out of his back-ſliding , remembers 
his former good convition,with praiſes 
more to God, and haired more to 
hin;  Aeſ-1.9, Is 243 - 

17, He ſeeks and cſtztems ſince- 
rity more then any garniſhing gifts, 


and prizeth plain and poor Salnts that - 
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E ar2hon-|t and upright,more then thoſe 
" that hart parts and weaith, if leſs fin- 
Ccre. 
+8. He devnteth himſelf more to 
, Gogs fear, an! deſireth grace for grace 
- fake, Neb. 1. 11. 
Lk 19. His chief delight is amorgſt 
the Sai:rs, eſpecially thoſe that ex- 
ell in veſrye. 

20, He ++ one that upon the leaſt 
F appreneniion of Gods withdrawing 
' from him, that ſeeks God the more 
earneſtly. 

21. He is one that upon every new 
mercy received is with new thank- 
fulneſs deligh.ed.. 

22. He hath ſuch pity- for periſh- 
ing people, that he cannot bur weep 
at the ſenſe of tneir ruine, Luke. 19 
41 

23. He is one that proſperity doth 
not lift up, not adverſity cait down. 

24. Every company is burthenſome 
to him that is not defigning Go; 
glory. : . 

25. The longer he is acquiinted 
> with Chriſt, the greater is his affecti- 
4 Qn tO Chr iſt, 


26. 
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25. Helis one that knows the voyce 
of Chriit, and will hear his voyce on- 
ly, John 10. 4, 5. 1 John 4. 6, 

27. He is on that lays the ſins of 
Pcofeſlors ſo much to heart, that ic 
makes him walk ſadly. 


28, He is one that prays at his firſt 


converſion, Acts 9. 11. God hath no 
Still-born children. | | 
29. He is one that upon ſelf ſuſpi- 


tion doth greatly deſire to be ſcareh- 1 


ed, and doth earneſtly ſearch himſelf 
that this work may be of God approy- 
ed, Pſal. 97. 6. Pſal. 139. 1. 

30. Under deep diſtreſs or languiſh- 
ing, Gods promiſes are then moſt pre- 
tions to him. 

31. His faith helps on his holineſs, 
and his holineſG holds up his faith : 

32, Whercever he gocs he calTrics a 
conſtant jealouſie with bim over his 


heart, proving its affeftedneſs to God 1+ 


and goodneſs. 

33. He hath a ſoft, circumciſed 
new heart, and is a new creature, E- 
zekiel 36. 26. 2 Corinthians F.-17. 

34. The peace of Chriſts houle 1s 
the chief joy of his heart. | 


” 
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5. He is more afraid of the hell in 

» Chan the hell after ſin. 

#36. He doth never reſolve to go on 

In any known tn. 

= 37. He isone that had rather dwell 
-1n a Cottage With tie humble, then 

* a palace with the Unrgodly. 

-- 38. He r<ſpects all, and rejects none 

of Gods commandments. 

. 39, He often asks his heart, what 

am [? what a doing ? whether a go- 

F ing? 


ERRAT-A. 


Page 60. line 23,24, 25. for and injtead of an ha- 
bitation,thou wall caſt out formed Creature, read 
a deformed Creature. P- $1.1. 1. read Behold 
inftead of an havitation, thou waſt caſt out. 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


Book intituled, The Reaſon why not Infants 
® Sprinbling, but Believers Baptiſin ought to 
Y e approved, &c. Price 24. And alſo this Book 
=of Reconciliation ; may be had of Charles Dye in 
the Borough of Southwark, between the Hoſptz.cl 
Faod pier 
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